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MIT LORD, : : 
TEE following let- 
ters were written at the requeſt of 


a friend in the c untry, for the ſole 


purpoſe of detecting error, and ren- 
. . 
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- dering jullice to many of the gl 
characters in the Britith a army. of 


The Anentken ſhewn by⸗ your 


Lordſhip to the officers wounded 


at the, difaftrous affair of Cowpens, 
among whom the author had the 


mislortune to be, contributed to im- 


preſs him with the ſame exalted 


ideas of your humanity that he had 


<9 


before entertained of your military 


5 talents. To your Lordſhip's can- 
dour he ſubmits his motive for en- 
gaging in this undertaking, and to 


your judgment the obſervations con-. 


| tained i in the following ſheets ; con- 
vinced, that if they meet with your 
approbation, it will enſure that of 


Oy 


Em ) 


every officer Who erved during the 


late war in America—oxs only ex- 


| 
| 
| 


cepted, 
| 


With all that reſpe and defer- 
ence which powers of mind, no leſs 
than exalted birth claim, I have 


the honour to be, 


| My Lord 
| Your Lordſhip's 

Moſt obedient and 

| moſt hu mble ſervant, 
vonner MAGKENZIE. 


King - ſtreet, St. James -f. 1 
November, 1787. 
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coherencies, miſrepreſentations, and 
contradictions, contained in the work 


TRUCK with the numerous in- 
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which is the ſubje& of the enſuing let- 


ters, the author had given way to the 


_ firſt emotion of his mind, and ſub- 


| mitted to publick inſpection ſeveral cur- 
ſory remarks, through the medium of 
the Morning Poſt, under the ſignature 


of „ An Officer on that Service.” But 
now, that he has taken a fuller ſurvey 
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( vi 
the ſubject, he co 
rty to reſume ſuch of his former 
arguments as he may find conducive to 
the elucidation of facts in this public 
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Page 93, for © ſo as to form in the line,” read 4 fo, as te 


„form 41> the line,” 


Page 153, for © pitiful recourſe, read. « pi tiful reſources" 
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ur DEAR SIR, 


ANXIOUS to revive 
n a which has ever afforded 
me the moſt cordial fatisfa&tion, and em- 
boldened by your indulgent opinion, in- 
clination ſtrongly impels me, however 
diſtruſtful of my own talents, to comply 
with your To Let me apprize you 
2 ; B 8 5 then 5 
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WWÜPÜF ON 
then, not to expect that elegant conciſe- 
nass, which marks the dition of a fine 
% writer. The following letters contain 
only plain obſervations ; but theſe are de- 
duced from ſuch ſtubborn facts, as will, 
+ 1t1s hoped, fully impreſs your mind with 
=. conviction. In place of nervous deſcrip- 
tion, accept remarks, which do not in- 
fringe the dictates of truth; and ſuch, 
you will readily allow, are moſt con- 
genial to the feelings of a generous 
St. 


Lieuten ant Colonel Tarleton's Hiftory 

1 of the Campaigns of 1780 and 1781, in 

the Southern Provinces of North Ame- 

rica, has been peruſed with an avidity 

_ proportionate to the ideas once formed of 

his military capacity. The very title 

5 ſtrongly awakens. curioſity; but when 
tte firſt tranſports are allayed, when the 
ſtorm of paſſion ſubſides, a ſucceeding. 
calm leaves full ſcope to the judgment, to 

ſcrutinize the ſubject with the ſtricteſt 

impartiality, and by placing the deſign 

in its cleareſt point of view, enables us, 

| | on 
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on the moſt ſolid grounds, to un or 
| reverts our Rn opinion. 


This elaborate bi though 
ingeniouſly worked up, abounds with 
miſrepreſentation and error; it does in- 
juſtice to a number of reſpectable officers; 
wantons in reflecting unmerited diſgrace 
on entire corps of the army, and is re- 
plete with palpable inconſiſtencies. When 
public opinion is thus miſled by con- 
ſummate artifice, it becomes neceſſary to 
detect the ſophiſtry which nn the 


deception. 


The work before us would have ap- 
peared with better grace, and a juſter title 
to general favour, if ſelf- importance had 
been leſs predominant with the author; 
if the magnanimity and fall of many in- 
valuable officers had been candidly record- 
ed, and their names tranſmitted to poſte- 
rity, as men conſpicuous for having ex- 
erted themſelves in the ſervice of their 
country. All inſtances of military prow- 
eſs ſhould have been distinctly pointed 

= WA out, 


48 TRIC TURES ON 
out, in a performance calculated to at- 
tract public attention. When even the 
ableſt artiſt is too partial to any particu- 
lar figure in a landſcape, an accurate and 
perſpective view of its component parts, 
muft fix the criterion for deciſion. 


| You know that I ſerved on the cam 
paigns which this gentleman deſcribes ; 
you have heard me bear teſtimony to his 
perſonal courage and activity; and you 
alſo know, that having quitted the 


army ſince the peace, I have nothing ei- 


ther to hope or fear from Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton on the one hand, or 
from the characters he traduces on the 
other. You will allow me, therefore, to 
be diſintereſted, and not actuated by any 
ſiniſter intention. It is no reflection on © 
a Britiſh ſoldier, that he does not poſſeſs 
the diſcriminating talents of a Hume, a a 
Stewart, or a Gibbons, to colour his ac- 
tions with that perſuaſive ſkill and po- 
liſhed diction, which are the ſatellites of 
true genius; but when he deſcribes the 
progreſs of a war, and ventures to expa- 
. * tiate 


L. Col. TARLE TON HISTORY. 5 
tiate on the primary motives which in- 


fluenced oppoſing commanders, we na- 
turally expect, at leaſt, obſervations 


| e on een and ee 


| Without dwelling too much on punc- 
tilions or making particular inquiry, whe- 
ther a narrative of military events, evi- 
dently deficient in point of information, 
and frequently erroneous, can merit the 
ä dignified epithet of Hs TRV, I ſhall con- 
ſider this work, merely, as a journal of 
the war in the Southern provinces; and 
viewing it on this ground ſolely, it is im- 
poſſhhle to avoid being ſtruck with its 
partiality and incorrectneſs. Some facts 
have been withheld, and ſome mutilated; 
while others are raiſed to a pitch of im- 
portance, to which, if hiſtorical juſtice 
had been the author's object, they are by 
no means entitled. Prejudice and party 
ſpirit are alſo ſome of its moſt prominent 
features, 
Nothing is more falſe than an opinion 
winchy once prevailed 1 in the world, that 
0 B 5 3 . 


6 srTRIC TURES ON 
the truth of an hiſtorical narrative, is in 
proportion to the nearneſs of the hiſto- 
rian's life, to the times of the ſeveral 
tranſactions which he relates, and conſe- 
quently, that every hiſtorian, cotempo- 
rary with the agents and actions which 
he deſcribes, has the beſt chance of bring- 
ing out the truth : on the contrary, the 
ſprings of human actions, and. eſpecially 
of thoſe which are governed by the intri- 
cate and ſecret motives of Princes and 
Privy C ouncils, are not to be developed 
but by time, patience, labour, and ma- 
ture diſcernment. The annals of hiſtory 
will ſhew, that all ſenſe of perſonal in- 
jury, and party reſentment, muſt 9e 
obliterated from the mind, and men muſt 
recover themſelves from the ſhocks which 
diſſolved the bonds of ſociety, before the 
ſprings of any revolution can be traced 
to their primary ſource, and before the 
true characters of the principal agents 
can be clearly delineated. For the truth 
of theſe obſervations, we need only have 
recourſe to a compariſon of the earlieſt 
and lateſt accounts of the reign of the 
unfor- 
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unfortunate Mary Oueen of Scots. In 
the former, factions, calumny, and igno- 
rance, exhibited her as a beautiful de- 
mon; and it was only after the lapſe of 
near two centuries, that writers of ho- 
noux,. diſcernment, and veracity *,, were 
enabled to penetrate the thick cloud of 

miſrepreſentation, and to place that 
much-injured Princeſs in the genuine 
light, which Jul ana . * 
nn, 


The tn of babe ien letters 
will diſcover, that our author was deſti- 
tute of many qualifications eſſential to 
his undertaking; and to ſupply theſe ma- 
terial defects, 4 appears to ſubſtitute a 
_ profeſſional experience, fo limited, as 
ſcarcely to exceed the duration of a but- 
_ s exiſtence f. | 


152 Goodall, Tytler, Gs and Whitaker. | 

| + Natural Hiſtorians relate, that this inſe& is, in the 
firſt period of its exiſtence, a crawling grub; in the 
ſecond, a fluttering uſeleſs fly; ; and that in * third 
it _ 
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againſt 
of his Lordſhip's conduct, nor to inquire 


into the cauſes of thoſe charges being 


brought forward, with an —_— | 3 
ſtrongly marked, at ſo late a period. 
milar indulgence is however ee M 
inveſtigating ſome accuſations preferred 
againſt that nobleman, as when defend= 
ing officers under his command. Indirect 
cenſures are frequently uſed againſt his 
TLordſhip; ſuch wound more deeply than 


Pander attacks, becauſe their poignancy 
is artfully concealed, and often produces 


2 much more dangerous effect, than 
avowed and implacable reſentment, To 
alperſe his Lordſhip's military capacity, 


rica, at a time, when the unlimited con- 
fidence of his country has again ſingled 
Him out for a truſt of the higheſt impor- 


tance, and l him at ſuch adiſtance® 


from 
* Earl canal vas, ate time that Lieutenant 
Colonel 

* 


With reſpect to the charges exhibited | 
Zarl Cornwallis, it is neither my 
province to enter into a full vindication 


is inſidious to a degree; and to condemn 
the meaſures which he purſued i in Ames 


1 
- 


Lt, Col.'T ARLETON*'s: HISTORY, "15S 
from all poſſibility of defending himſelf, 
18 truly ungenerous. It is equally unbe- 
coming to point ſuch unmerited cenſures, 
at ſo reſpectable a ſoldier, ſo invaluable a 
patron, and ſo ſincere a friend. . 


Truſting to your candour and judg- 
ment, I ſubmit the following sT RIC TURES 


on this work to your conſideration, an d 


have no doubt but you will coincide with 
me in opinion, that nothing can com- 
penſate for want of veracity in an hiſto- 
rian, and that the blandiſhments of 
diction are but wretched ſubſtitutes for 
the language of ruth, TDs 


/ : 4 


0 wien every been of ends 
Jam 
1 Vour. moſt faithful 


Aud obedient fervant. 2 


5 Calonel 1 Tarleton publiſhed his Hiſtory, and is at bee 
ſent, Nord General in India. 5 
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Mr DEAR SIR — NE Ee 

ox. are now e 
niſhed with my general ſentiments, re- 
ſpecting the performance before us; the 


merits and demerits of its poſitions and 
ä next claim our attention. 


The important dif "EE of Net 
knowledge, affected in the exordium, is, 
doubtleſs, intended to ſhew the author's 
ſuperior judgment and information. He 
would be thought as great in the cabinet 
as in the field. He appears familiar with 
5 e 
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the deſigns of foreign powers, and treats 
Lord North's adminiſtration, in conduct- 
ing the American war, with great free- 
dom *. For my part, I am unacquainted 
with the arcana imperii; the deep diſcern- 
ment of a Machiavel is not, however, 
wanted to detect the extreme abſurdity. 
of the following concluſions. After diſ- 
claiming farther political ee he 
reaſons . Pages 2 and 37 T7 


6 In the autumn 0 Sons year 1779, 
4“ Congreſs was conſiderably advanced in 
credit and power by the military com- 
4“ bination in Georgia. The appearance 
ce of the French, although the attack 
« upon Savannah was not crowned. with 
4 ſucceſs, reanimated the expiring vigour 
e of the deſponding Americans, and con- 
&« firmed the attachment pf the un 
66 Manes” 


of 


The os to 3 our r author 


0 Vide _ 2, 


alludes, 


* 


are to learn, that the brilliant ſucceſs of 


wW ' $TRICTUR E s on 
alludes, is "conceived to mean, that of the 


French army under the Count de Eſtaign, 


with the Americans commanded by Ge- 
neral Lincoln, in the month of Septem- 


ber 1779. The Count failed from Cape 
Francois, in the iſland of Hiſpaniola, 


with a formidable armament, and landed 
in Georgia at the head of five thouſand 


regular troops, and an adequate train of 


artillery. He was ſoon joined by, per- 
haps, an equal number of Americans. 


This united force was repulſed and to- 


tally routed, by leſs than three thouſand 


ſoldiers and ſeamen, before the unfiniſhed 


works of Savannah, It is therefore 


highly inconſiſtent to infer, that the 


cauſe of America could have derived ſup⸗ 
Port rom ſuch difaſter and Same, 


The author's olitions being admitted, 


we muſt believe that the gallant Tawſe 
fell, and Prevoſt, Maitland, Glazier, 
Cruger, Hamilton and Moncreif fought, 
in vain; and from ſuch concluſions we 
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his Majeſtys arms tended only to ag- 


grandize his enemies. Doctor Ramſey 
was at that time, and probably now is, a 
delegate to the Continental Congrels. 
He has publiſhed a work, entitled, An 
« Hiſtory of the Revolution of South 
& Carolina.” I by no means ſubſcribe to 
all his concluſions, but in the preſent 
inſtance, he, from his ſituation, muſt 


have been a competent judge of the ſtate 


of American affairs, and in what manner 
they were affected by this cataſtrophe. 
The Doctor ſays, Vol. II. page 42, 
“The ſiege being raiſed, the Continental 


« troops retreated over the. river Savan- 
„ nah. A depreſſion of ſpirits ſucceeded, 


„ much increaſed by the preceding ele- 
« yation. The Georgian exiles, who had 


arrived from all quarters to re-poſſeſs 


“ themſelves of their eſtates, were a &- 


„ cond time obliged to abandon their 


country, and ſeek refuge among ſtran- 


& gers. The currency depreciated much 


4 faſter than ever, and the moſt gloomy 
& . reſpecting the Southern 
i - CC {tates 


4 


— 
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4 ſtates generally took poſſeſſion of the 


* minds of the people.” And again, page 


46, The repulſe at Savannah, on the gth 
ce of the preceding October, impreſſed 
the inhabitants with high ideas of * 


455 * of n 


4 


Diveſt yourſelf now of bee! in fa 


vour of either of theſe gentlemen, and 
then decide whether the power and cre- 
dit of Congreſs could poſſibly derive ſup- 


Port, or the expiring vigour of the Ame- 


ricans, reanimation, from the overthrow 
of their friends and allies. But I forbear 


farther remarks on the firſt five pages of 
this work, which are entitled to peculiar 


delicacy;- for, upon examination of the 


whole performance, it will be found, 
that he ſeldom ſuffers an equal number 
of ſucceeding ones to paſs, without ex- 
 hibiting himſelf, as the principal figure 
in *. Ld of the picture. 
The e in reaſaniag on ſome bb 
- ſequent ien of the American army, 
8 | . is 
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is as unfortunate as in his preceding re- 


mark. He ſays, pages 13 and 14, © The 


e body of regular troops, deſtined for 
« this ſervice (the protection of Charleſ- 
& town), though aſſiſted by the militia 


and inhabitants, was ſcarcely adequate 
cc to the defence of ſuch extenſive fort 


& fications, and could have been more 


ce uſefully employed in the field, where: 


Ce judicious operations, aſſiſted by the re- 
& ſources to be found in the country, and 
ce by the approaching heat of the ſeaſon, 
& would have protected the greateſt part 
& of the fertile province of South Caro- 


„ lina, would have ſoon over-balanced 


« the preſent ſuperiority of the Britiſh 
& forces, and would effectually have pre- 
« yented the co-operation of the Royal 


„ navy and army. General Waſhington 
“ adopted this line of. action, when he 
& abandoned New-York Iſland for the 


6 Jerſies.“ 


The misfortunes of General Lincoln, 
Who . at Charleſtown, cer 
tainly 


88 
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tainly entitle him to ſome tendernefs 
from a «generous obſerver of his actions. 
He undertook the defence of that place, 
by the direction of thoſe in whoſe ſervice | 
he was engaged, nor did his mode of con- 
ducting it do him any diſcredit. The 
Congreſs was fo attentive to the ſafety of 
this important garriſon, that-they pro- 
poſed the remarkable expedient of arming 
the flaves; and the legiſlature of South: 
Carolina inveſted Mr. Rutledge with the 
unlimited powers of a Dictator, to give 
energy to his government, upon this ex- 
traordinary emergency x. Of the poli- 
_ tical propriety of maintaining this poſt, 
the Americans muſt have been more 
proper judges than our author, whoſe 
reaſoning upon the ſubject appears ex- 
tremely erroneous. It cannot by any 
means be admitted, that ſix thouſand 
American troops, indifferently diſciplined, 
ſhould in any ſituation be able to coun- 


teract the meaſures of a Britiſh force, 
N 


S e e, „ 
conſiſting 


* 
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conſiſting of ten thouſand; and to aſſert 
that a few regiments, the weak ſtate of 
which is acknowledged by himſelf, 
would have actually prevented the co- 
operation of the Royal navy and ar- 
my, is an abſurdity hitherto unparal- 
leled. Whatever the faults of the Ame- 
rican General might have been, it is ob- 
vious that his army, by quitting the only 
garriſon, and principal ſea-port in the 
province, and by retiring into the inte- 
rior country, could not have retarded the 
above-mentioned co-operation. Such a 
meaſure, inſtead of dividing, would have 
enabled the Britiſh to, concentrate their 
force. * 


The author's illuſtration is equally 
erroneous with his poſition. General 
Waſhington garriſoned the fortreſs which 
bore his name upon New-York Ifland, 
with three thouſand troops under General 
Magaw; he furniſhed it with magazines, 
and forty-one pieces of cannon of dif- 
ferent calibers, beſides howitzers. The 


FE „„ place 
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place was ſummoned in vainy and then 
attacked by General Kniphauſen, Earl 
Percy, General Mathew, and Colonel 
Stirling, at the head of four ſeparate di- 
viſions of the Britiſh army. The affail- 
ants had near four hundred men killed 
and wounded, and the fortreſs was not 
reduced, until Earl Percy carried one of 
the outworks by aſſault, Colonel Stirling 
another, and until Kniphauſen, Having 
advanced cloſe to the parapet, was | 
pared to enter ſword in hand *. When 
theſe circumſtances are conſidered, it will 
appear, that General Waſhington did not 
abandon New-York Iſland for the Fer- 
ſtes, from motives of policy, as this au- 
thor aſſerts, but of . : 


When falſe inferences like theſe ſup- 
- ported by erroneous illuſtrations, appear 
in the fon of a performance, we liſten 
with caution to the ſequel, which indeed 


* Vide General Howes a Oficial Letter of the goth 
of ef November, 1776. | 


is 
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is the more neceſſary, when it is conſi- 

dered, that official diſpatches and private 
letters are adduced as vouchers, though 
theſe were written under impreſſions 
from erroneous reports, founded on miſ- 
repreſentations by our author himſelf; 
the conſequence of which has been, that 

whole garriſons have fired vollies, bells 

have rung, and bonfires have been raiſed, Rf 
to commemorate advantages which never . - 
exiſted. | \ 
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M V laſt was princi- 
pally levelled at the erroneous ſtatement 
of the conſequences which reſulted from 
the ſucceſsful defence of Savannah, and 
the effect which our author ſays an early 
evacuation of Charleſtown by General 
Lincoln would have produced. The 
advance of the Britiſh to that garriſon, 
its reduction, with ſome ſubſequent ope- 
rations, have been deſcribed in his Excel- 
lency Sir Henry Clinton's diſpatches, 
with an accuracy which ſuperſedes the 
neceſſity 
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neceſſity of the very imperfect account 
publiſhed A Lieutenant Colonel Tarle- 
ton. 


It is generally admitted, that the love 
of fame is, or ought to be, the ruling paſ- 
ſion of every ſoldier; and, perhaps, it 
has in a greater or leſſer degree, had a 
manifeſt influence in impelling this order 
of men to glorious actions, from a Le- 
onidas at Thermopylæ, to our immortal 
Wolfe at the heights of Abraham. Of 
this the Corſican Chief PaoL1, when 
defending his native iſland from the at- 
tacks of a mercenary republick, appeared 
truly ſenſible. He deviſed an excellent 
$ method of promoting bravery among 
& his countrymen. He wrote a circular 
be letter to the prieſts of every pariſh in 
b the iſland, deſiring a liſt #6 be made 
« out of all thoſe who had fallen in 
& battle. No inſtitution was better con- 
&« trived ; it might be adopted by every 
nation, as it would, give double courage 
« to ſoldiers, who would have their fame 
| C3 « preſerved, 
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« preſerved, and at the fame time leave 
ec to their relatives the valuable legacy of 
& à claim to the kindneſs of the ſtate *. 
In addition to this firſt principle, it cer- 
tainly affords 2 melancholy ſatisfaction, 
to find in the page of hiſtory, that juſtice 
is done to the memory of the dead; it 
mingles ſympathy with the tears of the 
widow and orphan; it may encourage 
Future ſoldiers to emulate the actions of 
their predeceſſors, whoſe: lives may have 
been facrificed in the ſervice of- their 
country; it alſo gives to the relations of 
theſe brave men, that claim to the kind- 
only are influenced by theſe exalted max- 
ims; but let us confider the light in 
which they have been viewed, by the 
_ + Journaliſt of the Southern American cam- 
paigns. 8 He 3 | 


1 


= | Boſwel's Account of Corſica. 


Deſcribing 
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Deſcribing the attack of the legion-in- 
fantry, when they miſtook the corps un- 


_ der the command of Major Ferguſon for 
enemies, pages 7 and 8, he entirely neg+ 
lects to mention the wounds which that 


active officer received, though theſe were 
attended by a peculiarity of circumſtances, 
that long furniſhed the whole atmy with 
a melancholy topick of converſation. 
The Major had ſignalized himſelf in a 


conſpicuous manner at Brandywine; his 


right arm had been ſo much ſhattered in 


that action, as to be for ever after ren- 


dered uſeleſs; this misfortune, however, 
did not deprive him of his talents for vi- 
gorous exertion: he rendered himſelf 
maſter of the ſword with his left. On 


the preſent occaſion he defended himfelf 


againſt three ſoldiers, who oppoſed him 
with fixed bayonets, but receiving a 
wound in his only arm, he was on the 
point of falling, when Major Cochran, 
fortunately recognizing his voice, the 
miſtake was cleared up, and his invalu- 
able life was for this time preſ erved. 
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Our author is equ ally remiſs in his 
account of the loſs ſuſtained by the ac- 
cident wh ich befel the magazine in 
Charleſtown, Page 23, as he has totally 
omitted to mention the deaths of Lieu- 
tenant Gordon of the royal artillery, and 
Lieutenant Macleod of the 42d regiment, 
who, as well as Captain ne nt 
in that exploſion. 7 | 


An action hich a Pan eee — 
the garriſon of Ninety Six had with an 
American corps, upon the. 19th of Au- 
guſt, 1780, would certainly have excited 
the attention of a correct hiſtorian. 


Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton's forte as 
an author, ſeems to be compilation; he | 
might therefore have given the American 
account of this affair, either from Ram- 
ſey, or from the Scots Magazine of De- 
' cember, 1780; but as it has entirely 
eſcaped his attention, you may depend 
_upon the following ſtatement, as it comes 
from unqueſtionable authority. 

1 85 % P 
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The Americans, under Colonels Wil- 
yams Shelby, and Clarke, were ſtrongly 
Poſted on the Weſtern banks of the 


Enoree; their numbers have not been 


_ preciſely aſcertained, probably five hun- 


dred. The detachment of Britiſh troops, 


commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Innes, 
conſiſted of a light infantry company of 
the New-Jerſey volunteers, a captain's 
command of Delancy's, and about one 


hundred men of the South Carolina re- 


giment mounted. The troops paſſed the 
river, the infantry drove the enemy at 
the point of the bayonet, and the horſe, 
though but lately raiſed, and indiffer- 
ently diſciplined, behaved with great gal- 
lantry; but in the moment of victory, 


the commandant, Major Fraſer, Cap- 


tain Campbell, Lieutenants Chew and 
Camp, five out of the ſeven officers 
preſent, were wounded by a volley from 
the Americans. The Britiſh troops, con- 
ſequently unable to avail themſelves of 
the advantages which now offered, were 
conducted by Captain Kerr to the Eaſtern 
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fide of the river, where they remained 
till reinforced by Lieutenant Colone 


In our author's deſcription of the ac- 
tion at Hanging Rock, the partiality 
which he entertains for his own corps 
is evident; the gallantry of officers, and 
of a detachment with which he was not 
immediately connected, is conſigned to 
oblivion, This aſſertion is juſtified by his 
ſilence on the loſs of Lieutenant Brown 
of the North Carolinians, who fell in a 
deſperate charge, which * criſis of the 
action rendered inevitable; and beſides 
him, not leſs than ſeventy men of the 
fame regiment were killed and wounded, 
of which, however, no mention is made, 
as it would appear a participation of the 
credit 2 to the 8 6520 


From too great atitntion to his own 
exploits, Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton 
pays not that decent regard to thoſe of 
others, which hiſtorical truth indiſpenſ- 
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ably requires. He has not recorded the 
fall of ſeveral officers at the ſiege of Au- 
guſta; and the whole of thoſe who dif- 
Played ſuch diſtinguiſhed bravery in the 
defence of Ninety Six, are, without ex- 
ception, paſſed over in filence. Of the 
former of theſe fieges, he appears to know 
little indeed; and of the latter, though 
one of the moſt brilliant affairs which 

| X turing the war, he {eems to the 
full as ignorant, as he poſſibly may be 4 
3 of . — 


amen of thoſe already ineintiorice 
the death of Captains Kelly and Hewlet, 
the wounds of Captains Nifbet and Ro- 
binſon, of Lieutenants Toriano, Cowel, 
Mackay, Robinſon, and others, certainly 
merited attention; and his neglect, in 
not particulariſing the officers who were 
facrificed immediately under his own eye 
at Cowpens, is ſtill more unpardonable. 


In page 503, he aſſerts, © Two officers, 
66 with * dragoons and their horſes, 
" were 
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were all taken without a blow ;” but 
the fact is, that Lieutenant Sutherland 
of the South Carolina dragoons, one of 
the officers thus cenſured, being on a 
foraging party, fell in with a confiderable 
corps of the enemy's cavalry, and de- 
fended himſelf, when attacked, with a 
degree of valour, bordering on exceſs; 
he was ſo deſperately wounded in this 
rencounter, that the infantry, who had 
now advanced to his ſupport, left him on 
the field for dead. This gentleman, 
however, ſtill lives, though his recovery 
is held by the medical faculty, as an event 
next to a prodigy. So far was he from 
not exchanging blows with the ſuperior 
force by which he was attacked, that a 
conſiderable portion of his ſcull was 
Found to have been cut out with a ſabre, 
the manifeſt proof of which is diſplayed 
by the perception of the movements of 
the brain, upon an application of the 
hand: he is now in Nova Scotia, and our 
author probably conceived that he might 


hazard Tuck a n upon his con- 
| duct, 
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duct, as he has made upon that of other 


abſent officers, without the riſque of con- 


tradiction. 


4 


To the names already ſpecified, thoſe 


of many American Loyaliſts might have 


been added; men, whoſe integrity was 


incorruptible, undiſmayed in the hour of 


danger, who ſacrificed. their private in- 


tereſt to publick good, and who, though 
they knew that the internal peace of 


their families was deſtroyed, by the ra- 


vages of relentleſs war, fought and bled 
with manly ſpirit; maintained their alle- 
giance to their lateſt moments, and 
evinced a probity of mind under every 
reverſe of fortune, which muſt endear 
them to poſterity. Such names, a gen- 
tleman who undertook to write an Hiſ- 
tory of the Southern Campaigns of 1780 


and 1781, ſhould have known, and ſuch 


merit he ought to have recorded. But 


let us follow our author to his own at- 


chievements, where no charge of omiſſion 


can Rs, be * againſt him. 
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Page 17, 4 with five horſes killed. and 
& wounded.” Page 20, The Britiſh 
ce dragoons loſt two men and four horſes 
& in the action, but returning to Lord 
& Cornwallis's camp the fame evening, 
& upwards of twenty - horſes expired with 
& fatigue.” Page 30, And thirty-one 


“ horſes killed and wounded.” Page 1155 


* And twenty horſes were killed and 
& wounded.” Page 180, © With thirty 
«. horſes killed and wounded.” Page 226, 
« And twenty borſes fell.” Page 287, 
Three men wounded, and a few _ 
„ killed and . 8 


1 a author not 


to omit recording the ſmalleſt loſs ſuf- - 


tained by his own corps, this reflection 
naturally occurs, that the fall of Honxsxs, 


in actions wherein he was concerned, is 


entitled to a preferable attention in his 
work, to or ERS of equal, perhaps ſu- 
perior, merit to himſelf, who ſu fered 
_ other occaſions! I! 


- 'You 
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Vou will keep this trait continually in 
view, as we follow him through his cam- 
paigns; it is a diſtinguiſhing' one, and 
will enable you to form a proper judg- 
ment of matters which would otherwiſe 
appear inexplicable. 
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LETTER IV. 


MY DEAR sI, 


pe IN ſupport of the 
maxim contained in the cloſe of my laſt 
letter, I proceed to ſhew, that, through 
this performance, the author, in general, 
either appears as his own panegyriſt and 
hero of his tale, or as the detractor and 
cenſor of the conduct of others; his 
mole-hills are raiſed into mountains, 
while the moſt ſplendid actions of thoſe 
- who came neareſt to the ſummit of per- 
fection, are either depreciated by avowed 
, cenſure, oblique inſinuation, or entirely 


paſled 


« 
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paſſed over in ſilence. Even a Lord 
Rawdon eſcapes not the acrimony of his 
pen! Accordingly, in his relation of cir- 
cumſtances which occurred during this 
nobleman's encampment at Lynch's 

Creek, he obſerves, page 99, * The hoſ- 
4c pital, the baggage, the proviſions, the 
«ammunition, and the ſtores, remained 
C under a weak guard at Camden. Ge- 
& neral Gates advanced to the Creek op- 
& poſite to the Britiſh camp, and ſkir- 
e miſhes enſued between the advanced 
“ parties of the two armies. The Ame- 
6 rican commander diſcovered that Lord 
„ Rawdon's poſition was ſtrong, and he 
64 declined an attack; but he had not 
4“ ſufficient penetration to conceive, that 
6“ by a forced march up the Creek he 
& could have paſſed Lord Rawdon's flank, 
„ and reached Camden, which would 
have been an eg conqueſt, and a fatal 

„„ blow to the Britiſh.” And page 109, 

„The firſt miſconception imputable to 
„General Gates, was the not breaking in 
"0 upon the n communications as 
| D « ſoon 
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«© ſoon as he arrived near Lynch's Creek. 
% The move up the Creek, and from 
& thence to Camden, was practicable and 
& eaſy before the King's troops were con- 
centered at that place; or he might, 
„ without 'the ſmalleſt diſiculiy, have occu- 
pied a ſtrong poſition on Saunders's 
Greek, five miles from Camden, be- 
6 fore Earl. nne Py the Reged 
8 forces.” | 
| The mol en ak Crd 10 
the military character of Lord Rawdon, 
are, a ſingular talent for enterprize, an 
acute diſcernment, and unremitting vi- 
gilance. The army under his command 
lay for ſeveral days within one mile of 
General Gates's encampment, and direct 
ly between him and Camden, the pro- 
tection of which place, was the great and 
immediate object of his Lordſhip's atten- 
tion, and to accompliſh which, he ſnewed 
no diſinclination to come to an action. 
Thus ſituated, and ſo determined, it is 
N to ſuppoſe that he would have 
ſuffered 
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ſuffered the American army FP pals. vn | 


either flank, or by any means to poſſeſs 
themſelves of Camden, which was then 
the only depot of the Britiſh army in 


that part of the country. The incon- 


ſiſtency -of theſe inſinuations have been 
expoſed, even by gentlemen, who, though 
unacquainted with local ſituations, juſtly 
conclude, . That it muſt ſuppoſe a ſus 


& pineneſs in Lord Rawdon, by no means 


& conſiſtent with his abilities and military 
b talents*.” But to put the matter be- 
yond a doubt, here, as uſual, our author 
furniſhes a decided argument in contra- 
diction to his own aſſertions. Page 101, 
he tells us, A patrole, ſent by General 
Gates to Rugely's Mills on the 12th, 
& occaſioned a report that the American 
& commander was moving to his right. 
“ The ſituation of the Britiſh hoſpital 
& and magazine, and the preſent diſtance 
of the army, pointed out to Lord Raw- 
don the propriety of falling back from 


Critical Review, May, 1787. 
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1 Lynch's Creek, and of concentrating | 


c his force near Camden. The move 


e was accordingly made.“ If then, as 
the author himſelf acknowledges, even a 
patrole of the enemy failed not to excite 
the attention of Lord Rawdon, was it to 
be ſuppoſed that the movement of a 
whole army would eſcape his ee N 
and eee | 


Our author, in arraigning the pene- 
tration of General Gates, is rather unfor- 
tunate; his animadverſions unluckily 
falling upon an officer who had, before 
that, proved to all mankind, that he 
neither wanted inclination nor ability to 
be a principal inſtrument of the ruin of 
the Britiſh intereſt in America ͤx. From 
his known character there is not left a 
ſhadow of cone that if the meaſures 


= General Gates had attained the rank af Major is in 
the Britiſh ſervice. ' Upon the commencement of the 
American war, he took an active part in the affairs of 
that country, and was the once 49 8 captured an army | 


at Saratoga. 


ſuggeſted 
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ſuggeſted by this author had been the 
moſt proper, they would not have been 
neglected. 


While one ſlender thread runs through 
the whole labyrinth of this incoherent 
performance, influencing its author in 
every aſſertion, and while he never quits 
the idea of raiſing himſelf, and ſinking 
the other officers of the Britiſh army 
in the eſtimation of his readers; to ren- 
der this ſcheme more complete, he ex- 
tends his animadverſions to the com- 
manders of the enemy, attributing to 
their miſconduct the moſt brilliant at- 
chievements of the beſt Britiſh officers, 
and imputing to want of ability in the 
latter, every misfartune which befel 
them. But the whole execution is ac- 
companied with ſuch a wavering incon- 
ſiſtency, and diſplays ſuch a feebleneſs of 
judgment throughout, as to juſtify the 
application to his caſe of the wenn of a 
celebrated poet: 


U 


„„ « He 
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* 


He now to ſenſe, now nonſenſe leaning, 
* Means . but blunders round about a abus 


"> 


And he has left us to lament, wich Gan- 
ganelli, that there are ſome authors, 
who in their attempts to riſe into the 
uncommon, have fallen into the abſurd. 


The following paſſages are ſelected to 

ſhew the ſelf-importance which pervades 
this work. Page 7, „Lieutenant Co- 
© Jonel Tarleton reque/ted the uſe of ſome 
of the Quarter Maſter General's boats.” 
Page 27, Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, 
con this occaſion, was deſired to confult 
« his own judgment.“ Page 100, „ Lieu- 
„ tenant Colonel Tarleton, being reco- 
« vered from a fever, was deſired to collect 
«all the dragoons he could find in 
« Charleſtown.” _ Page 10g, „Upon aß 
& plication from Lieutenant Colonel Tarle- 
„ton, he (Earl Cornwallis) ordered all 
the horſes of the army, belonging both 
F to regiments and departments, to be 
$6 * aſſembled : the beſt were ſelected for 
the 


L. c TARL ETON HISTORY. 39 
& the ſervice of the cavalry, and, upon the 
« Epinions recorving payment, they were 


delivered up to the Britiſh legion. 


* Theſe active preparations diffuſed ani- 
& mation and vigour throughout the 


army. On the 15th, the principal part 


© of the King's troops had orders to be 
6 in readinefs to march: in the afternoon 
„Earl Cornwallis defired N 292 
“„“ lonel Tarleton, &c.” 

Such e vanity as theſe have 
a very diſguſting effect. To other offi- 
cers, from a General of ſuch high birth 
and length of ſervice, it was ſufficient to 
be commanded, but this gentleman muſt 
be defired and requeſted to do what was 
merely his duty. 


It is well known that the publick ſer- | 


vice required Earl Cornwallis to mount 
dragoons by the expedient juſt mention- 


ed; and, that the Britiſh government is 


too juſt to deprive its ſubjects of private 
Pr . an equivalent, I readily 
D 4 admit, 


admit, but that the proprietors have re- 


ceived payment for theſe horſes, is denied. 
A number of officers, now in this king= 
dom, are in poſſeſſion of receipts paſſed 
on this occaſion by Lieutenant Colonel 
Tar leton, which r emain to this hour un- 
diſcharged; many of theſe gentlemen are 
reduced to the ſcanty pittance of half- 


pay, and it would afford them much ſa- 
tisfaction to know through what channel 


they are to make application for pay- 


ment. 


I am, &c. 
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MI DEAR SIR, 
; « 7 
| IN EXT call your at- 


tention to ſome circumſtances previous 
to the fall of Ferguſon. Our author in- 
ſinuates that Earl Cornwallis might have 
foreſeen and guarded againſt this misfor- 
tune. The charge is more than diſin- 
genuous, and merits a pointed refutation. 
In purſuing the inveſtigation, the ſtrength 
and movements of the army, the ſituation 
of the partiſan, the extraordinary exertions 
of ap enemy, from a quarter totally up- 
FFV expected, 
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expected, and the principles upon which 
our author reaſons, muſt all be conſi- 


dered. 

The Britiſh neal: — his 
firſt invaſion of North Carolina about 
the 20th of September, 1780, having 
previouſly determined to march through 
the Waxhaws, and to make Charlotte- 
-town a place of arms. This meaſure has 
been indecently arraigned, but the argu- 


ments adduced in ſupport of the accuſa- 


tion, are evidently ill-founded : they 
ſhall be examined in their proper place. 


It will appear, by quotations from his 


work, that the author has exagger: 
the force of Earl Cornwallis. He mif⸗ 
| ſtates the movements of troops, and, by 
a natural conſequence, has drawn falſe 
inferences from erroneous: principles. He 
_ ſays, page 158, Earl Cornwallis, with 
the principal column of the army, 
„ compoſed of the 7th, 23d, 33d, and 
<-7x#t regiments of infantry, the volun- 
* teers of * Hamilton s Corps, My 


th | d C6 an's 


Er Sago * py 
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4 an's Refugees, four pieces of cannon, 
“about fifty waggons, and a detachment 
of cavalry, marched by Hanging Rock, 
& towards the Catawba ſettlement; whilſt 
* the body of theBritiſhdragoons, and the 
„ light and legion infantry, with a three 
c pounder, croffed the Wateree, and 
moved up the Eaft fide of the river, 
« under Lieutenant Colonet Tarleton. 
6 The ſcarcity of forage in the diſtri& 
« of Waxhaws was the principal reaſon 
« for this temporary ſeparation.” - The 
army which his Lordſhip commanded 
upon this occaſion did not exceed fifteen 
hundred regulars, and, probably, about 
half that number of attendant militia. 
Colonel John Hamilton, a gentleman of 
independent fortune from North Caro- 
lina, who had in the riſe of the late mo- 
mentous controverſy attached himſelf to 
the Britiſh intereſt, had now more than 
completed his battalion, originally in- 
fended to conſiſt of five hundred men. 
However defirous Lord Cornwallis might 
be to Wes binfelf. of the aſſiſtance of 

Colonel 


— 
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Colonel Hamilton at this juncture, the 
preſent ſituation of affairs in South Ca- 

rolina required his , preſence at Camden, 
he was therefore left with his regiment 
to garriſon that, poſt, nor did a ſingle ſol- 
dier belonging to it appear in his Lord- 
ſhip's camp, from his departure in Sep- 
tember, until after his return from Char- 
lottetown, and the taking poſt at Wynneſ- 
borough in November following; nay, 
the General was ſo fully convinced of 
their being required at the ſtation they 
were left to defend, that, on the delivery 
of a quantity of ſtores, eſcorted by them 
to the army, their immediate return Was 
ordered. T hus an increaſe of more 
than five hundred regulars is made ta 


his Lordſhip's force. 


The ſecond part. of this quotation, | 
which extends to a movement of the 
corps under the command of our author, 
is not leſs erroneous, and the mis- ſtate- 
ment is heightened by circumſtances pe- 


culanly; en. He ſays, page 168, 
6 A move=n 


Lt. Col. TARLETON's HISTORY. 45 


* A movement on the Mas of the Ca- 
« tawba, towards Tryon county, would 
© have been better calculated either to 
cover the frontier of South Carolina, 
4 or to protect detachments from the 
army.“ The author muſt ſurely have 
drank deep of Lethe's waters to have ſo 
ſoon forgotten his own route on this 
occaſion, nay, a reference to his map 
would have convinced him of his miſtake; 
The only body of troops detached at 
this time, was that under the command 
of Colonel Ferguſon. To ſupport- this 
diviſion, Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, 
with about ſeven hundred men, upwards 
of three hundred of which were cavalry, 
_ croſſed the Wateree a few miles above 
Camden, and advanced upon the Het 
| fide of that river, immediately between 
the Royal army and Ferguſon's corps. 
The aſſertion, therefore, that . He moved 
ec up the Eaſt ſide of the river,” is a miſ- 
ſtatement of the fact, and calculated to 
produce concluſions remote from the 
6 ä 17) 
The 
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The laſt part of this quotation is next 


to be conſidered: The ſcarcity of forage 


jn the diſtrict of the Waxhaws, was 
c the principal reaſon for this temporary 


4 ſeparation.” As Lieutenant Colonel 


Tarleton ſeems reſolved not to admit 
that the movement of his own corps 
could have the effect here pointed out, 

he ſhould have aſſigned a weightier rea- 


ſon for ſuch a ſeparation. In fact, he is 
no leſs unfortunate in this, than in the 
two former aſſertions in the quotation 
before us. Far from being reduced to a 
ſcanty pittance of forage in the diſtrict 


of Waxhaws, after the army had re- 


mained there ſome weeks, a quantity 


might have been collected within five 
miles of their encampment, ſufficient to 


y their wants for ſeveral months. 


am unable to produce official vouchers 
in juſtification, the proof may be ſafely 


reſted with the officers who ſerved in 


that army, and who were eye-witneſſes 


3 


ning is drawn from obſervations 
pen the ſpot, and though 1 
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of the extenſive reſources of enn coun- 


8 


Whenever JI open this work, I either 
find an unexceptionable character at- 
tacked, a reſpectable one indirectly aſ- 
perſed, or a difplay of atchievements by 
the author, or his corps, of which I had 
no idea previous to its publication. Thus, 
on taking poſſeſſion of Charlottetown, 
He ſays, page 159, An ambuſcade was 
<« apprehended by the light troops, Who 
* moved forward for ſome time with 

great circumſpection: a charge of ca- 
“ valry, under Major Hanger, diſſipated 
this ill-grounded jealouſy, ad wy a 
8. e — ne ee 
2014 9 

nb a diy was e is badly 
ins; that the Major was wounded 
in attempting to lead the dragoons to this 
charge, is well known; but no entreaties 
of his, no exertions of their officers, 
could, upon this occaſion, - induce the 
. 1 to approach the American 
3 militia. 


13 
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militia. They retreated without: kulßl⸗ 
ling the intention of the General. He 


therefore, much diſſatisfied, ordered the 
light and legion infantry to diſtodge the 


Nan which. * nee ed. 


* 


1 i 1s 8 of e ther 5 


: Journaliſt ſhould ſo ſingularly miſrepre- 
ſent a variety of plain facts, and at the 


ſame time overlook, or pretend ignorance 
of ene t th at were obvious tothe _ 


F _— No a OT We 


* 
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at _ He fag s, page 167, © The King's troops 
« left Charlottetown on the evening of 


the Iqth, to march to the. Catawba 
« Ford: owing to the badneſs of the 


& road, the ignorance of the guides, the 
e darkneſs of the night, or ſome other 


e unknown (cauſe, the Britiſh rear guard 


6 1 or left en near n 
. a 8 | 


11 * | enn immaterial to the preſent 


pool n. our RuUtHOr's unac- 


quaintance 
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huaintancs with this loſs was teal or pre- 
tended. The cauſe, however, was known | 
by every individu al in that army, The 
guide at l. time employed was 4 Poctor 
MX —, a Preſbyterian fanatick from 
Ge the ambiguity of whoſe faith did 
not eſcape the diſcernment of the Ger 
| eral. Under this diſtruſt he was given 
in Charge to a corporal and two dragoons 
of Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton's corps. 
The Doctor was too ſhrewd for his 
guards, and finding that they had no ſuſ- 
picion of his real deſign, he led the army, 
in a dark and rainy night, through thick 
woods, briars, deep ravines, marſhes, and 
creeks ſcarcely fordable. After ſuch a 
progreſs of ſix hours, the General grew 
impatient, the alarmed guide eluded the 
vigilance of the dragoons, and eſcaped 
_ unobſerved.” Left in ſuch a ſituation, any 
army, where not one of the individuals 
which compoſed it knew where they were, 
might be well contented to come off with 
a loſs fo trifling as that of a few wag- 
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LS the author is ſo diffuſe in uy cen- 
fares of the conduct of Earl Cornwallis, 
the farther conſideration of this ſhall be 

154 ſubject of my next. 
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„„ 
MY DEAR sIR, 


TAE — of my 
laſt letter was to point out ſome errone- 
ous ſtatements of the meaſures adopted 
by Earl Cornwallis for the conqueſt of 
North Carolina. The arguments of our 
author on that head require farther con- 
| ſideration. He fays, page 168, © It was 
C now evident, beyond contradiction, 
« that the Britiſh General had not adopt- 
c ed the moſt eligible plan for the inva- 
„ ſion of North Carolina. The route 
& 8 Charlottetown, through the moſt 

N E „„ 


v | „% £TREHOTURES ON 
PRT 8 hoſtile quarter of the province, oi 
ni > & many accounts, was not adviſable. Its 
q | 55 . & diſtance likewiſe from Ferguſon : allowed 
= ; «the enemy to direct their and 
= „ force againſt that officer, which ulti- 
4 . mately proved his deſtruction. A 
| . * movement on the Weſt ſide of the Ca- 
| © © tawba, towards 'Fryon county, would 
ai been better calculated either to 
—_ 4 cover the frontier of South Carolina, 
© | *®©or to protect detachments from She 
Fs „ army. Another operation might alſo * 
WF - © « have been attempted, which, in all 
—_ probability, would have had a benefi- 
Wl | — ©  <qgjal effect. Conſidering the force of 
march to Creſs-Creek would have been 
1 e the moſt rational mancuvre that could 
j "O08 ee n fone + 1 
"This: FROM hr 3 of pen i 
To ſtrike at the principal force of the 
enemy, is undoubtedly the quickeſt, and 
moſt certain method of enſuring ſucceſs. 
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W ule the Britiſh General poſſeſſed Char- 5 : 


Waxhaws was judiciouſ 
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dittiQs;. his æoute tl thither through the 


powerful andi inveterats: — Was 

ſoon cruſhed, and his advance through 
the heart of the provinces afforded him 
an opportunity of attending to the extre: 
mities, as it Was equally calculated te 

protect the frontiers of South an 
and the een at Gonlerdarvok... 


10 4 


SCENT 53..001 1. 
In Polk's Mill alone, Pap on 4 
Cond pounds weight of flour was captured; 
additional ſupplies could alſo have been 
procured from the Waxhaws, from the 
mills in the neighbourhood, El 
| jacent plantations | in great cl 
he author is condeſcending enough to 
admit, pages 159 and 160, that Char- 
„ lottetown afforded ſome conveniencies, 
8 blended with great menen. The 


0 5 Lufficient confer: to render it, 
“for the preſent, an an eligible poſition, 


and, in future, a neceſſary poſt when 
" 03 | "MY A - 1 10 8 the 
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£ the army advanced: but (he farthe 
60 ſays) the aptneſs of its intermediate 

ſituation between Camden and Saliſ- 
6 rows and the quyrtity of its mill, 
£ did not — its defects. 


6 tations in the td were 
ce ſmall and uncultivated;- the roads nar- 
( row, and croſſed in every direction; 
© and the whole face of the country co- 
* Hs . Ne mee eee be e ee 5. 
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miſſible. No diſaſtrous event, inferior to 
that which befel Ferguſon, could poſſibly 
| have given e Fe& to the exertions of the 
bitants inimical to the Britiſh go- 
be ere Charlottetown; their 
whole force, though directed againſt a 
detachment conſiſting of thirty men, un- 
the command of Lieutenant Guyon 
of the 23d regiment, was repulſed with 
diſgrace. The roads in every direction 
from that * to ä to Saliſbury, 
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to Tryon county, are perfectly good, and 
ſurpaſſed by none on the continent of 
America. The ſoil is fertile and produc- 
tive, and few countries, ſo far from the 
ſea-coaſt, are better cultivated and cleared 
of timber, ol” | 


my 1 & the geography of the coun= 
try preſent concluſions diametrically op- 
Poſite to thoſe of our author. I am at a. 
| loſs to comprehend his meaning, when he 
ſays, that a march towards "Tryon county 
would have been better calculated to 
protect detachments from the army, and, 
nearly in the ſame inſtant, points out a 
move to Croſs-Creek to be = moſt ra- 
tional manoeuvre that could have. been 
adopted. If, on the one hand, he would 
convey this ſenſe, that the army ſhould 
have been divided, and employed on two 
different expeditions, the anſwer is obvi- 
ous, that their force was by no means 
adequate to ſo hazardous an undertaking, 
Should he, on the other, contend, that 
a * either to Tryon county, or 
” * | e 
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to Croſs-Cteck, would haye produced he 
ſame effect, I aver, that theſe directions 
differ nearly as far as Eaſt does from 
Weſt; conſequentiy if Croſs- Creek be- 
came he object « of attention, the Weſtern 
frontier would have been expoſed, and if 
the army. advanced by Tryon county, 
the Loyaliſts at Croſs-Creek muſt have 
been facrificed. If the reaſoning of Lieu- 
ten ant Colonel Tarleton can be allowed, 
the greateſt contradictions in military 
operations may be reconciled, and ſole=. 
calm may be an exploded term in our lan- 


5 guage, In fact, officers leſs honoured. with 


the confidence of Earl Cornwallis than our 
author, well knew that his Lordſhip in- 
tended. to approach Groſs- Creek after 
being joined by Ferguſon, and after eſtab- 
hiſhing a poſt at Charlottetown. Indeed, 
: this will: appear. by a letter, which Our 
Jjourvaliſt has taken from the Remem- 
brancer. Earl Cornwallis, to. Colonel 
RE %% As ſoon as I have conſumed 
k e in this N Lſhall 

3 1 00 * March, 
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; = obo very extragy: dinar circus 
2 Age and ſuch as no human foreſight 
could guard againſt, contributed to Fer- 
guſon's melancholy cataſtrophe, it will be 
LY requiſite to ſubmit them to your inſpec- 
tion. They could ſcarcely be unknown 
to to Licutenant Colonel Tarleton, but as 
: they would have militated. againſt his ar- 
guments, had they been candidly ftated, 
they were artfully ſuppreſſed, as their 
developement would have materially af- 
fe: Fred. the nantes of hig Wbt 
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| 11 aber? ah had?diredtions. to aan an  - 
the left flank of the main army. His 14 

5 force conſiſted of about one hundred and 1 | 
fifty, men from the provincial corps, in li 
whom perfect confidence might on all. | bn 
v occaſions be placed, and from one to two, 


, * 
2 I . 
4 , EY 0. 
pa * 
” alta * 
4.14 
© F< vw 


: 1 0 0 4 
ul e, a alen haar, | | F 


fs 


's Vide page 192. ü 


2.4 * 
IF 


hi . 


o® 6 


E 


6 Ar kiervizs o 


whoſe numbers 
upon, as they increaſed, or diminiſhed, 
with the report of the day. With theſe 
he proceeded when the army began its 


march. At this juncture, direct intelli- 

gence of the defeat of Clarke before Au- 
guſta, and of his retreat to North Caro- 

lina, th rough the back equntry, was 


conveyed” to the unfortunate Ferguſon. 
A ſpirit of enterprize with which few 
are gifted, a zeal peculiar to great minds, 
an affection for his prince, and a pure 
ſenſe of true patriotiſm, probably impelled 


could not be depended 


2 


Ft 


Him to exceed the ſtrict injunctions im- 


poſed on him by the General on the pre- 
ſent occaſion. He determined to ſtrike at 


Clarke, and with this intention advanced x 


towards Tryon” county. A ſwarm of 
bac woods-mett,”who had originally dif- 


ferent” Objects in view, were eaſily pre- 
vailed upon to unite their force. The 
wild and fierce inhabitants of Kentucky, 
and other ſettlements weſtward of the 
Allegany mountains, under the Colonels 
N and Boone, and thoſe of Hol- 
201 1 . gp ſton, | 


| | ER 
88 | 


Lt, Col. TARLE TON's 8 $9 
ſton, Powel's Valley, Berkley Bottetourt, 
Auguſta and Fincaſtle, under the Colo- 
nels Cleveland, Shelby, Seviir, Williams, 
Brandon and Lacey, afſembled ſuddenly 
and ſilently. Each man was well mounted, 
and furniſhed with a rifle ard ſome pro- 
viſions: no incumbrance of waggons, no 
publick departments, impeded the move- 
ments of theſe hardy mountiine 
diviſion from beyond the mount 
vanced, with intention to ſeize upon a 
quantity of preſents which they under- 
ſtood were but ſlightly guarded at Au- 
guſta, and which were, about that time, 
to have been diſtributed among a body of 
Creek and Cherokee Indians aſſembled at 
that place: the. other diviſion intended, 
at leaſt, to obſtruct the advance of the 
Britiſh- army towards their ſettlements. 
The rough reception which Clarke had 
met with from Colonel Brown, induced 

him to magnify the force at Auguſta in 
ſuch lively colours, as totally to ſtop any 
_ proceedings againſt that poſt ; and a ſup- 

poſed ſuperiority cauſed them to decline 
„„ | : | 12 5 | direct 
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MY DEAR 4hs | 
Tus forte of ahi un⸗ 

| beenden Kakie Fergufon was not retreat 
but perſeverance. - He halted upon King's 
Mountain, an advantageous ground, to 
receive his enemy; but as the Jaſt act of 


this gallant partiſan has been fo ſlightly . ' 


_ paſſed over by Lieutenant Colonel Tarle- 
ton, we muſt have recourſe to an Ame- 
rican author, who has diſcovered no par- 
tiality for Britiſh characters, for a ſtriking 
portrait of the ben e of on at diſtin- | 
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Ramſey, deſcribing this action, as 
ſerves, Vol. H. pages 183 and 184, The 
4 picquet ſoon gave way, and were pur- 


“ ſued as they retired, up the mountain 


© to the mam body. Colonel Ferguſon, 


with the greateſt bravery, ordered his 


& men to charge. The Americans, com- 


c manded by Colonel Cleveland, followed 


& his advice, and, having fired as long as 
& they could with ſafety, they retired 
« from the approaching bayonet. They 
& had ſcarcely given way when the other 


„ detachment, commanded by Colonel 
Shelby, having completed the circuit of 


the mountain, opportunely arrived, and 
from an unexpected quarter poured in 
&« a well directed fire. Colonel Ferguſon 
« defiſted from the purſuit, and engaged 
with his new adverſaries. The Britiſh 


<« bayonet was again ſaccefsful, and cauſed 


them alſo to fall back, By this time 
« the party commanded by Colonel 
„Campbell had aſcended the mountain, 


and renewed the attack from that emi- 


6 ence. Colonel Ferguſoo, whoſe con- 
duct 


1. C TARLE TON HISTORY. 63 
« duct was equal to his courage, preſented 


& 2 new front, and was again ſucceſsful ; 
64 but all his exertions were unavailing. 


6 At this moment the men who began 


« the attack, no leſs obedient. to the ſe- 
ce cond requeſt of their commander in re- 


4 to the firſt in ſecuring themſelves by a 


c timely retreat, had rallied and renewed 


c their fire. As often as one of the 


“American parties was driven back, ano- 
ther returned to their ſtation. Reſiſt- 


* ance on the part of Colonel Ferguſon 
« was in vain; but his unconquerable ſpi- 
& rit refuſed to ſurrender. After having. 


6 repulſed a. ſucceſſion of adverſaries 
pouring in their fire from new direc- 
tions, this diſtinguiſhed afacer received 
oo mortal wound.” 


1 hoy fell Maj ajor Patrick Ferguſon, a 


gentleman whoſe virtues and accompliſh- 
ments were univerſally admired. In the 


commencement of the war, he lamented 


the Reſton Sion, cauſed ; in the Britiſh army 


12 | by 
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| 3 — — — 
boaded wir greater celerity, and fired 
with ſuperior exactitude to thoſe in uſe 5 
with the enemy, thus edunteracting them 
at their own weapons. While belon 
ing to a regiment which oecupied the 
peaceful parriforv of Halifax in Nova= 
Scotia, he diſdained inglorious eaſes em 
barked for England, folicited and ob- 
tained the command 6f a corps which 
was entirely equipped upon his own prin- 
ciples. By his vigilance and activity in 
Pennſylvania and N ew Jerſey, he acquired 
the confidence of the Commander in 
Chief, and improved it by ſubſequent 
fervices at Stony Pente and in ſeveral de- 
fultory deſcents upon the enemies coaſt, 
All theſe had the effect of equally diſ= 
treſſing the Americans, and —_— their 
ideas of * valour. e I 


In "OP year Wa de Was einen to 
a- command formed of detachments ſe- | 


lected from the Provincial corps, and 
9 embarked 
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embarked on the expedition which re- 
duced Charleſtown. His talent for en- 
terpriſe attracted the notice of the whole 
army: military tacticks had been his early 
and favourite ſtudy; and his knowledge 
was drawn from the pureſt ſources. To 
a diſtinguiſhed capacity for planning the 
| greateſt deſigns, he added the ardour ne- 
ceſſary to carry them into execution. He 
was therefore ch arged with the meaſure 
of ſupporting, and at the ſame time difct- 
plining, the numerous bodies of Loyal- 
ſts with which the interior diſtricts of 
the Carolinas abounded; and it was in 
the proſecution of this truſt that he met 
his fate upon King's Mountain, in the 
manner before related. In private life, 


his humanity and benevolence were con- 


ſpicuous ; his friendſhips were ſteady and 
ſincere. In his profeſſional capacity he 
thirſted after fame, and periſhed in its 
purſuit. Conſidered as a ſcFolar, his 
genius was: folid, his comprehenſion 
clear, and his erudition extenſive. The 
ſerene fortitude -which he evinced in his 

I F — lateſt | 


66 [8 TRICTUR E SON 
lateſt moments, ſtrongly poured his is 


| : military virtues. 


1 the Achat a Ln Co- | 
lonel Tarleton has given to the world of 
this action, he brings a charge, equally 
unjuſt and cruel, againſt Captain De- 
peiſter of the King's American regiment, 
upon whom the command devolved after 
the death of Colonel Ferguſon. The 
charge is unjuſt, becauſe it is without 
foundation ; ; and cruel, becauſe it ſtrikes 
at the reputation of an officer now in 
Nova Scotia, and conſequently incapable 
of confronting the accuſer or the accu- 
ſation, He ſays, page ' 165, © No effort 
was made after this event (the death 
& of F erguſon) to reſiſt the enemy's bar- 
& barity, or revenge the fall of : their 
66 leader,” 


* 


NED A cs 8 ion had conveyed 
a ſimilar reflection upon Captain Depe- 
iſter, while a priſoner to the Americans. 


Captain Taylor of *. New Jerſey Vo- 
lunteers, 


L* Col. TARLETON's HISTORY. 6 
Iunteers, and Lieutenant Allair of the 
Loyal American regiment, the only of- 
ficers of Ferguſon's detachment then in 
Charleſtown, made affidavit, that the 
conduct of Captain Depeiſter, in the ac- 
tion in queſtion, both before and after 
the death of Ferguſon, was, in their 
opinion, in every reſpect proper, and 
ſuch as either of them would have pur- 
ſued, had they been ſimilarly circum- 
ſtanced. This affidavit was publiſhed 
in the Charleſtown Gazette, and Ram- 
ſey confirms it, thus: © No chance of 
« eſcape being left, and all proſpect of 
$ ſucceſsful reſiſtance being at an end, 
& the ſecond in command ſued for quar- 
* ter.” 


I have now given you the opinions of 
two Britiſh officers who were in the ac- 
tion, corroborated by the relation of the 
American hiſtorian, and leave you to 
judge whether it would not have been 
more generous and candid in Lieutenant 
| Colonel Tarleton to have governed his 
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LETTER Vit, 


MY DEAR SIR, 


M UCH has been 
faid, by different authors, on the partial- 
ity with which actions, by detachments 
from the Britiſh army in the Carolinas, 
have been reported, and by no leſs than 
official authority; the cauſes, however, 
which they have aſſigned for ſuch miſre- 
preſentations, are equally, as themſelves, 
remote from the truth; the general idea 
by which they were miſled, is, that Earl 


| Cornwallis was induced to make favour- 
F * 1 able 
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diſpatches, and our author is for ſome 
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able reports, with the direct deſign of 
keeping up the ſpirits of the militia 
abroad, and giving vigour to the exer- 
tions of adminiſtration. While then it 
is granted, that much exultation has been 
diſplayed in celebrating victories which 
had no exiſtence, it ſtill remains certain, 
that the occaſion of it was not deſign in 
the General, but the falſe colouring of 
the accounts which he received. Let us 
inquire how well this obſervation is 


founded. 


i all due respect for che character 


of Earl Cornwallis, as being much above 


any ſuſpicion of wilful intention to miſ- 
lead, I muſt, however, take the liberty to 
ſay, that his Lordſhip's teſtimony, in the 
preſent caſe, is entirely out of the queſ- 
tion. The General detaches Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton on an expedition. a con- 
ſiderable diſtance from the army, and re- 
ceives a report from him of a victory. 
Upon this report, he founds his official 


time 


TI. Col. TARLETON's HISTORY. 21 
time hailed as victor, from Wynneſbo- ; 
rough to Camden, from Camden to 


_ Charleſtown, from Charleſtown to New= 
York, and from thence to London. ' At 


| Liverpool, bonfires are lighted up in ho- 


nour of their favourite hero. After ſe- 
veral years have elapſed, he ſtill preſents 

the world with his claim to victory. He | 
goes farther, and with a truly curious 
addreſs holds forth the diſpatches of Earl 
Cornwallis, though entirely founded on 
his own reports, as vouchers for the ve- 
racity of his aſſertions, . 


With ſome men of inventive genius, 
the ſallies of imagination are ſo exu- 
4 berant, as only to require frequent repe- 
tition to obtrude them on the mind for 
truths. We proceed to an examination 

of our author's account of the action at 
Blackſtocks, on the 20th of November, 


Pages 178 and 179, „The great road 
6 to the ford acroſs the river paſſed 
„ e 8 through 
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through the center of the Americans, | 


and cloſe to the doors of houſes where 
the main body were ſtationed. The 
hole poſition was viſible, owing to 


t the elevation of the ground, and this 
4 formidable appearance made Tarleton 
4 halt upon the oppoſite height, where 
« he intended to remain quiet till his in- 


4 fantry and three-pounder arrived: to 


& encourage the enemy to do the fame, 
© he diſmounted the 63d to take - poſt, 


“ and part of the cavalry to eaſe their 
© horſes. Sumpter obſerving this opera- 


ce tion, ordered a body of four hundred 
„Americans to advance, and attack the 


« proached the dragoons in flank. A 


« heavy fire and ſharp conflict enſued; 
« the 63d charged with fixed bayonets, 
“ and drove the enemy back; and a 

ce troop of cavalry, under Lieutenant 
* Skinner, bravely repulſed the detach- 
« ment which threatened the flank. The 
& ardour of the 63d carried them too 


« 83 and * them to a conſiderablè 
6 Arg | 


-- 
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gs and the moun- 
« tain. Though the undertaking: ap- 
e peared hazardous, Lieutenant Colonel 
& Tarleton determined to charge the 


fire from the buildir 


60 enemy's center with a column of dra- 
© 500ns, in order 


4 ſoon reached the houſes, and broke 


the Americans, who from that inftant 


4 rallied, and darkneſs put an end to the 


engagement. A purſuit acroſs a river, 
« with a few troops of cavalry, and a 


„ {mall body. of infantry, was not adviſ- 


« able in the night; a poſition was there- 


« fore taken adjoining to the field of bat- 


“ tle, to wait the arrival of the s and 
4 a ee e . 


4 An expreſs was ſent to acquaint it Earl 
«© Cornwallis with the fucceſs of his 
4% ä He farther obſerves, that 
5 Three | 


to cover the 63d, 

„ whoſe ſituation was now become dan- 
ous The attack was conducted 

. & ; with REN celerity, and was attended 

4 with immediate ſucceſs, The cavalry 


! 
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Three of the en Colonels "ONS in 
« «wp * 


e aber this affair i in the fol- | 


lon manner, Volume II. page 189: 


<-neral Sumpter was attacked at Black- 


c ſtocks, near Tyger river, by Lieutenant 
4 Colonel Tarleton, at the head of a 
« conſiderable party. The action was 
& ſevere and obſtinate. T he killed and 
< wounded of the Britiſh was conſidera- 


& ble. Among the former were three 


© officers, - Major Money, Lieutenants 
«© Gibſon and Cope. The Americans 
< loſt very few, but General Sumpter re- 
c ceived a wound, which for ſeveral 
months interrupted his gallant enter- 
<& priſes in behalf of the / ſtate.” And 
again, in recording the ſenſe which Con- 
greſs had of this action, we find, page 


409, thanks given by them to Sumpter 


and his party in the general orders of their 
Southern American army, for “ The re- 
66 1 ond Lieutenant Colonel T arleton, 


1 &« and 


On the 20th of the ſame month, Ge- 


ww 


\ 


* gh 
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* and the Britiſh: cavalry and infantry 
„ under his commands at n on 
9 1 river.” ; 
” To the 4 diſtindt accounts now laid 
before you, I ſhall ſubjoin a third, which 
you will undoubtedly deem preferable to 
either, as it is collected from the concur- 
rent teſtimony of ſeveral officers of vera- 
city, who were actors in that engage 


ment. 


F Colonel e 2 
waiting for the reſt of his detachment, 
made a precipitate attack with one hun- 
dred and ſeventy dragoons, and eighty 
men of the 63d regiment, upon the ene- 

my, under the command of General 
Sumpter, ſtrongly poſted on Blackſtock 
Hill, and amounting to about five hun- 
dred. That part of the hill, to which the 
attack was directed, was nearly perpen- 
dicular, with a ſmall rivulet, bruſh wood, 
and a railed fence in front. Their rear, 


and en of their at flank." were ſecured 
by 


* 


» s PRI runs on 


by "ws river Tyger, and their left was co. 

vered by a large log barn, into which a 

conſiderable diviſion of their force had 
been thrown, and from which, as the 
apertures etween the logs ſerved them 
for loop holes, they fired with ſecurity. 
Britiſh valour was conſpicuous in this ac- 
tion; but no valour could ſurmount the 
obſtacles and diſadvantages that here 
ſtood in its way. The 63d was roughly 
handled; the commanding officer, two 
others, with one-third of their privates, 
fell. Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, ob- 
ſerving their ſituation, charged with his 
cavalry; unable to diſlodge the enemy, 
either from the log barn or the height 
upon his left, he was obliged to fall back. 
Lieutenant Skinner, attached to the ca- 
valry, with a preſence of mind ever uſe- 
ful in ſuch emergencies, covered the re- 
treat of the 63d. In this manner did the 
whole party continue to retire, till they 
formed a junction with their infantry, 
who were advancing to ſuſtain them, 


| leaving W in quiet poſſeſſion of the 
8 5 e field. 
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field. This officer occupied the bill for 
ſeveral hours, but having received a bad 


would be reinforced before next morning, 


he thought it hazardous to wait. He 
accordingly retired, and taking his wound= 
ed men with him, croſſed the rapid river 
Tyger, while the victorious Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton retreated ſome diſtance, 
Parthian like, conquering as he flew. 
The wounded of the Britiſh detachment - 
were left to the mercy of the enemy, and 

it is but doing bare juſtice to General | 
Sumpter, to declare, that the ſtricteſt hu- 
manity took place upon the preſent occa- 
ſion; they were ſupplied wan every com 
fort! in Ru power. 


. You hive boa: previcully apprized, : 


that the American hiſtorian, laudably, 


takes every opportunity to celebrate the. 
actions, and record the death of thoſe of 
his countrymen who fell in battle. He 
has, indeed, mentioned the wounds of 
General Sumpter, but is ſilent on the fall 


1 s TRIC TURES ON. 


| of t the three Colonels deſcribed blaine 
author. The real truth is, that * 
Americans being well ſheltered, ſuſtained 


very inconſiderable loſs in the attack; and 


tainly have been imaginary beings, men 
in buckram, created merely to grace 


the triumph of a victory, which the Bri- 


tiſh army in Carolina were led to cele- 


| of the inhabitants No had much better 
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MY DEAR sIR, 


I Now proceed to 
examine the account which our author 
has given to the world of his defeat at 
Cowpens, but previous to this inveſtiga- 
tion it will be neceſſary to inquire, what 
degree of credit is due to his deſcription of 
the advance to the field of battle. The 
traits of ſelf-· importance which it con- 
tains are too apparent to eſcape the no- 
tice of any reader; in his relation of cir- 
cumſtances antecedent to this diſaſter, 
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he ſays, pages 211, and 212, that in a 
letter to Earl Cornwallis, “ He repreſented 
c the courſe to de taken, which fortu- . 

& ately correſponded with the ſcheme of 
& the campaign: he mentioned the mode of 
« proceeding to be employed againſt Ge- 
c neral Morgan: he propoſed the ſame 


C time, for the army and light troops to 


cc commence their march: he explained the 


« point to be attained by the main body: 


&« and he declared, that it ſhould be his 
* . ee to puſh the enemy into that 

« quarter.” How rapid was the advance 
of this gentleman to the ſummit of mili- | 


f pon denen * 


Lieutena it Colonel Tarleton. landed 5 
in Ane es in the year 177, with the 
rank of Cornet of Dragoons, and in the 
beginning of January, 1781, we find him 
the primum mobile, the maſter ſpring 
which puts the whole machinery of the 
army in motion. It is a bone maxim 
to liſten with caution to the hero of his 


own ſtory; but we- are * prepoſ- 
bd | 5 \ 1 "To it ed 
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feſſed in favour of thoſe who ſpeak mo- 
deſtly of themſelves, and honourably of 
others; my preſent object, however, is 
to conſider how far our author has fo 
lowed the line which a en en ; 
t have 83 | * 


He fays, page 420, & The ee 
between Wynneſborough and King's 
„ Mountain, or Wynneſborough and 
Little Broad River, which would 
have anſwered the ſame purpoſe, does 
“ not exceed ſixty-five miles: Earl Corn- 
„„ wallis commenced: his march on the 
th or 8th of January. It would be 
“ mortifying to deſcribe the adyantages 
„ that might have reſulted: from his 
L ordſhip's arrival at the concerted 
ce point, or to expatiate upon the cala- 
„ mities which were e WI this 
« event.” , 

The imputed cenſures in the above paſ- 
| ſage demand a diſpaſſionate inveſtigation. 
3 us a that the poſſeſſion of King's 
G | Mountain 
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11T was à point N 
Ea nin and Lieutenant 


this akin + ati was a meaſure well cal- 


culated to cut off Morg 


ther is it meant to be denied = 3 


nt Colonel Tarkton uſed mean to 
tal car detachment which 


bo my ————— 


mentioned; and it ſhall be demonſtrated, 
that an 


lowatxce of additional time for 
hat arrival, was entirely in the.power of 


our author; and farther, that it would 
"have Tora: attended with _ nk 


$7 ind 


His W of af Ga in 12 profecit 
inſtance, is invidious in the extreme, with 
reſpect to the Gener and equally con- 


— of eee offi- 
1-204 it as a bold ſtroke of im- 


2 | poſition 


Puna: even upon is common ſenſe of 
mankind : becauſe it will be readily grant- 
ed, by every perſon, that a march ef 
ſixty- five miles may eaſily be made out in 
the courſe of ten days, he, therefore, 
eagerly takes advantage of that obvious 
fact, to ſupport his uniform drift, of at- 
tempting to render the General reprehen- 
fibles And as his Lordſhip commenced 
his march on the'7th er Sth, if difficul- 
ties and obſtacles, which our author art- 
fully conceals, had not intervened, hgñe 
might certainly have arrived at the place 
of deſtination by the 17th. But let us 
take a candid and impartial review of this 

| this cenfurer of his General's conduct 
had no right to expect the arrival of the 
army at King's Mountain, by the time 

| es he er e 


e hw his own- it. Pages 
219 and 248, of his having received due 
information that the 2 on the IAth 


e got farther - than Bull Run. 
500120 8 2 | SIG: 
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*Phis then is the point, bot both with reſpect 
to time and diſtance, from which we are 
t eſtimate the movements of the main 
body, as well as of the detachment; and 
hence afe we to fix the criterion unn 
which we ate to derive our judgment of 
the ſubſequent conduct of both com- 


, 8 / 


The diftance of Bull Run, where the 
General was on the 14th, from King's 
Mountain, is forty- five miles. Our au- 
thor's poſition at the ſame period of time, 
was not more remote from the ſpot of his 
Precipitate engagement with the enemy 
than thirty miles. This engagement 

took place on the morning of the 17th, 
before one hour of day light had paſſed. 

Inſtead therefore of an allowance of ten 

days, for a march of ſixty-five miles, we 

now find, in fact, that the General had 
only two days to Perform a march of 
forty-five miles; and it is but bare juſtice 

to point out the many obſtacles which 

90 * on this oa had to fur- 
. e mount. 
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mount. Both the ground through which 
his Lordſhip had to paſs, and the wea- 
ther, oppoſed, all poſſibility of 2 quick 
Progreſs. Every ſtep of his march was 
obſtructed by creeks and rivulets, all of 
which were ſwelled to a prodigious 
height, and many rendered quite unford- 
able, in conſequence of a heavy fall of 
rain for ſeveral weeks; to theſe difficul- 
ties were alſo added, the incumbrance of 
a train of artillery, military ſtores, bag- 
Sage, and all the other neceſſary ap- 
pointments of an army. On the other 
| Hank our author had only to lead on 
about a thouſand light troops, in the beſt 
condition, and as little incumbered as 
poſſible; with: theſe, as I can aſſuredly 
atteſt, by ſwimming horſes and felling 
trees for bridges, means which were im- 
practicable to his Lordſhip's army, he 
came up with the enemy much e 
than was nn 


5 Ls now laid: been you 3 an ole 
and fair ſtatement of the advange, as well | 
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that — the ſituation of the 


5 e Genen Morgans and G mn into his 


4 might alſo have concl 


4 srrie rents e 


e army as of the detächment, pr6- 
vious to the unfortunate action at Cow- 


pens, and furniſhed you with a clue by | 
which you may unravel the windings and 


doubling 185 of our author, in anxious queſt 


terials for cenſure of a General irre- | 
nſib ere — 8 ö ndu 
: ; | . > * 
P 4 EE eie 
8 1 12 
"oF, : by 7 F "Ts 9 © 
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Wallis might have conceived, 


enemy, and of the country, and by co- 
ering His light” troops, he would, in 
45 all probability, have alternately brought 


power by co+operative 1 movements: he 
„that all his 


eaten in the country, 


„parties that were | 


if they had no corps to give them in- 


«ſtant ſupport or refuge, muſt be com- 
pletely deſtroyed. Many inſtances of 
« this nature occurred during the war, 


The fall of Ferguſon was a recent and 
* * ag exam _ : that 3 
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* put a period to the firſt expedition into 


„ North Carolina, and the affair-of :the 


« Cowpens overſhadowed the COMmmoneee: 
6 000 as lagi ap : an 6-40 


"Phe el ATI oof an kiſtorian i is 1 : 
relate facts; by this principle he ſhould 


_ abide; whenever he deviates from it, and 
indulges a fanciful vein of conjecture 


concerning probable. contingencies, H not 
totally diveſted of partiality, he is certain 


of miſleading his readers. That our aus 
thor was not aware of the force of this re- 
mark, is ſufficiently evinced, His Lords 
ſhip's attention to the ſituation of the 
enemy, of the country, and af his own 


detachments, has been, with reſpect to 


Ferguſon, already pointed out. He nei- 
ther adviſed the advance of that unfortu- 


nate partiſan into the back ſettlements, 
nor was even appriſed af it; having, there- 


fore, no concern in the meaſure, he could 


not, in any juſtice, be reſponſible for its 


conſequences, and it is the height of illi- 
14 1 | G 4 SY berality 


, 8 


3 — vt 


= A : 
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that. account. 2h 4 r 855 * , "Be is < 6 
> 8 5 . . 1 Colonel Tarle- 
ton ſhould be the laſt to cenſure Earl 
” "Cornwallis: for not deſtroying Morgan's 
force; as it will appear that the proviſion 
made for that ſervice was perfectly 
ſufficient; and though it can by no 
means be admitted that his Lord- 
| ſhip could have manceuvred ſo as to get 
. General Green into his power after the 
. defeat at Cowpens; it may, however, be 
affirmed, that if the troops loſt on that 
occafion'” had eſcaped the misfortune 
Which befel them, and had been com- 
bined with the Britiſh force at the bat- 
tle of Guildford, the victory muſt have 
been much more deciſive; and General 
would probably have brought 


off as few of his en as . 8 


N 


7 
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I Will hazard an additional reflection: 
Had Earl Cornwallis not been deprived 
of his light troops, the blockade at 
Vork Town had never taken place; and 
the enemies of our country, in conſe- 
quence of the ſignal ſucceſſes which 
attended a Rodney and a Heathfield, 
would have ſued for that peace, the 
terms of which mw afterwards pre- 
ſcribed. 


As the effect of the defeat at Cow- 
pens was of ſo ſerious a nature, it be- 
comes neceſſary to ſtate the purpoſe for 
which Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton was 
detached; to inquire how far the force 
Placed under his command was ade- 
quate to the ſervice it was ſent to per- 
form; to examine whether proper uſe 
was made of the advantages which oc- 
curred on the morning of the 17th 
of January, both before and during 
the action, and to trace to its very 

| Ro a fou ntain that overflowed with 
| | blood, 


N 


. 
w- 
. 
. 
o 
— 1 
*** — N . Ser af * — 1 N f . 2 
; SE 9 2 5 
* —— 4 . * > * Ks. 8 6 a Wore N * - wg 
o 2 4 ; f | 
— ® * . bo 5 MY * 2 : . 
* : * * N 8 | 
3 ; | | | 
CS ; Lag = * 4 2 ; : 2 | 
* — % ig l 
. N ' 
: : 1 4 = — * 
„ - - — * 8 a f 
© * * 3 at a 
- . + | | 
— 4 : e - 
; 0 . * 6 3 n, ; f 
| - 
* 
n 
2 % 0 : _ < 
W 56-5 " 1 . 2 ; 
8 $6 - A : 
+ % ; : 
_— * Re 
£ Y 3 ** £9 L 4 7 s 
ww; ne «> : 
| | 5 8 — * — 
4 I 4 4 4 * _ 
8 ll 4 2 $ 
* * a | 
& * o 2 
3 —— 
. * * 7 | ; 
7 7 i 2 « - - . v LY 
1 = » 2 — * 5 _- ny FT ww * Pl 
a « „ © — * 6 
55 ? Fe. * , wt 
i : be. 8 f t 
VS 3 
- ; : 12 5 - s 
Ge 3 | 3 ä a 
i * J = 2 ic 8 . 
7 3 1 Cv oe 4 4 5 " 
* * F 0 5 . 
* + PR ; 


8 
* ; | 
f ; : ; we wy * 9 — — % * 
5 
£ K N 
\ & „ I WT nd K p x + 
: 4th 2 83 
< 4 * 8 * 
: . 
* : Hig 47 5 o . 3 
* , | . . oh uh 
. =: : 
wo * 1 * f 
y 2 9 4 N f e 5 : 
5 | a 8 8 8 ö 
| N -_ a 
= & * - N : : e 
> . . | 
| £ A 
8 — & ö 3 by : 2 
i 2 . 5 5 : 3 1 Wy 4 * =» 
: * 7 | : ; 
* 4 LET z * b 
- . F 5 8 | k - 
2 os N 2 5 4 e 
1 2 it * 5 
» Som el 3 * * * 5 * , g 4 * 
| * 
1 * * % * F Te +. 8 
| ; z 50 5 5 . 1 * 3 —— 85 30 
LI 4 * bd: | | s 
bs 4 7 ( 239 7 * % 7 - 
ö ' 4 | EN Og F " 5 
++ F437 7 % C hs 
<q l + 
% a - — 2 2 : No n : 
3 1 — by | 
* . 8 wc 4 2 mn — þ Fog 
| f OY * 5 8 . » va * : _— OY 
- £ . : 
| 2 . 8 
* wow OY * 1 * 1 2 ; 
s : rz > 1 1 Ke ph 
« » 8. 7 79 2 4 5 es . Sag 
g 2 . x _ 2 3 42 ” " ** Us. 
cf wo s > v4 ws - J ; 
—— * 4 ; f — 
Sn 2 5 . 0 A T7 . 25 
ä a _ 
3 . FR 1 5 $ * wages = 2 
5 bag, PD 2 Hey oy 
1 5 ; 
- L 5 | 
i : — Fa 4 * i: 
Pe y 4 y % 1 
: — * 
— — _—_ a 9 2 Bos 
. 22 8 > 0 2 928 ; 
hu * I : | ; 
4 \ * f ; 
ge * . * 
a A Sg — 1 
; 22 : 55 
8 6 - Sa, "7 * 4 
: 8 . * bs 
9 
1 


* 
- * 
* 
1 {a + 
by „ 
tad” 
| - 
* 0 
- 
*” wa: 


1 * 
of 
4 


- 
* 
* 


* 


* 
£ * * f 
+ * * ” 
} 
3 


c 


* 
. 
a ae 


* 


1 
- 


* 
ME 
. 


| OR 

1 . 

— 
n 


r 


* 


, — "ocnleet FE if op 
F. * —_ 
2 = 


4 


* 


& 


4 
Pl 
5 1 
% 
= . 
| 
2 . © * . . 
Li. Col. TARLE TON HISTORY. or 
& * N 5 N | 
* N 8 5 - s 1 b 7 
7 5 8 ., ? Is fs *y 5 4 * * 
58 1 14 8 i ; fl YES 0 b „ 1 4 * * 
7 % , 1 FT” 
E EF = : * * . 5 Fr, * 8. ; 
* * * F F f 
— o * * * > . 
75 * bl * * 1 1 # - 2 * x * 
4 7 A 25 ; i + — ; 
s % 


> £ 
x 1 or oF #7 BY £4 & 3 
Fs e JE: * K $ 
# = 
Wi * 
B * x 1 3 * 5 K-43 
1 / 
* — 
* 1 
. 
5 #75 
2 -» 7 
%, 
- . 
. 
22 aw 4h # K 
* ry 2 1 
* - 1 * * F ih * 

#48 ? * * 8 , 
> * 
4 91 


H E defeat of: the 
Britiſh ae at Cowpens, which I 
informed you would be the ſubject of 
this letter, has been variouſly repreſented 
by different authors; it is a point, how- 
ever, in which they all agree, that at a 
particular ſtage of the engagement the 
1 | whole of the American infantry gave way, 

ind, that the legion=cavalry, though 

three times the number of thoſe of the 
enemy, contributed nothing to complete 


| i | Ramſey 


———— gd. 2 — — we r 
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Ramſey ſtates this action as ln 
Volume II. page 196: The Britiſh had 
ec two field-pieces, and the ſuperiority of 
© numbers. in the proportion of five to 

« four, and particularly of cavalry, in 
& the proportion of three to one.” And 
again, General Morgan had obtained 
4 early intelligence of Tarleton's force 
« and advinices, and drew up his men in 
„two lines. The whole of the ſouthern 
. © militia, with ne hundred and ninety 
„ from North Carolina, under Major 
0 ons, were put under the command 
5 Colonel Pickens. Theſe formed 
* firſt line, and were advanced a fei’ 
< hundred yards before the ſecond, with 
ce orders to form on the right of the ſe- 
4 cond when forced to retire. The ſe- 
ac cond line conſiſted of the light infan- 
«try, under Lieutenant Colonel Howard, 
t and a ſmall corps of Virginia railitia. ri= 
« flemen. Lieutenant Colonel Waſn- 
« ington, with his cavalry, and * 
„ forty-five militia men mounted and 
SG eee with ſwords, under Lieutenant 
“Colonel 
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Colonel McCall,” were drawn up dt 


c“ ſome diſtance; in the rear of the whole.” 
He farther ſays,” © The American militia 


| & were obliged to retire, but were ſoon 


64 rallied by their officers. The Britiſh ad- 
c vanced rapidly, and engaged the ſecond 
© line, which, after a moſt obſtinate con- 
« flit, was a eee to retreat to the 


« cavalry.” a eagle! 


The Marquis de Chaſtellux, in his 
Travels in N orth America, accounts for 
this defeat thus: „General Morgan drew 
4 up his men in order of battle, in an 


= open wood, and divided his riflemen 


c upon the two wings, ſo as te form 
| 64 in the line a kind of tennaille, which 
© collected the whole fire both directly 
« and obliquely on the center of the 
_ « Engliſh; but after the firſt diſcharge, 
e he made ſo dangerous a movement, that 
had he commanded the beſt troops in 
« the world, I ſhould be at a loſs to ac- 
c count for it. He ordered the whole line 
. to wheel to the right, and after retreating 

, 6 thirty 


\ 


8 81 C TURES 0 MN -; 

* _— forty gr nds them halt, 

| W 4 Whatever — | 

4 this ſingular, mancœuvre th 
& of it was the defeat of Tatleton, whoſe 
« troops gave. way on all ſides, without a 
5 poſlibility of rallying.” Fatigved by a 
« very long march, they were ſoon over» 
« taken by the Ametican militi ?“ 


The Annun Weider for 1781 gives | 
the following account : On the American 
militia giving way, 4 thr ſecond line 

4 having opened on the right and left, 
4 ag well to lead the victors on, as to af- 

4 ford a clear paſſage to the fugitives, as 


& ſoon as the former were far enough ad · 
4 vanced, poured in a cloſe and deadly 
e fire on both ſides, which took. the 
_ * moſt fatal effect.“ Our author is ſo 

materially concerned, as the principal | 
agent in this ſcene of ruin, that an in- 

partial nie 1s not to be dee. 


dos en that way, lens. — 
r | do 
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- "The Marquis expoſition of the cauſe 
of the defeat, in ſpite of his aſſertion, 
that it has the ſanction of General Mor- 
gan, is flimſy and envneous. The editor 
of che Annual W 
counts, that given by Doctor —_— de- 
„ — Artention. N 


op + Upon ehe devultiticnt in 1 
ations and the narrative which I now of- 
| "for has been Taba to the judgment 


wards is ue ta of een 
780, Earl Cornwallis received, intelli- 
genre, that General Morgan had ad- 
vanced to the weſtward of the Broad 
River, with about one thouſand men. 
eee, of _ TP were militia, - 
| about 
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. one hundred of them . the : 
reſt continentals. His intention was to 
threaten Ninety Six, and to diſtreſs the 
_ weſtern frontiers. To fruſtrate theſe de- 
ſigns, Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton was 
detached with the light and legion-in- 
fantry, the fuſileers, the firſt battalion of 
the 711t regiment, about three hundred 
and fifty cavalry, two field-pieces, and 
an adequate proportion of men from the 
royal. artillery; in all near a thouſand 
ſtrong. This corps, after a progreſs of 
ſome days, arrived at the vicinity of 
Ninety Six, a poſt which was then com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel Allen. 


. An offer of a reinforcement from that 


garriſon was made to Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Tarleton. The offer was rejected; 
and the detachment, by fatiguing marches, 

attained the ground which Morgan had 
quitted a few hours before: This poſition 
. was taken about ten o'clock on the even- 

ing of the 16th of January. The pur- 
© ſuit re- commenced by two-o'clock the 


next morning, and was rapidly conti- 
2 e nued 


/ 


— 


L. Col. TARLETON's HISTORY. 9/7 


nued through marſhesand broken grounds 
till, day-light, when the enemy were diſ- 
covered in front. Two of their videttes 
were taken ſoon after; theſe gave infor- 


mation that General Morgan had halted, 


and prepared for action; he had formed 


his troops as deſcribed by Ramſey, i in an 
open wood, ſecured neither in front, 


flank, nor rear. Without the delay of a 


ſingle moment, and in deſpite of extreme 
fatigue, the light-legion infantry and fu- 


ſileers were ordered to form in line. Be- 
fore this order was put in execution, and 
while Major Newmarſh, who command 


ed the latter corps, was poſting his offi- 


cers, the line, far from complete, was 
led to the attack by Lieutenant Colonel 
Tarleton himſelf. The ſeventy-firſt re- 


giment and cavalry, who had not as yet 


_ diſentangled themſelves from the bruſh- 
wood with which Thickelle Creek abounds, 
were directed to form, and wait for orders. 


The military valour of Britiſh troops, 
when not entirely diveſted of the powers 
Cana to its. exextion, was not to be 

5 0” 


©. 


* ATRICTURES: ON 
reſiſted by an American militia. They 


* 


* 


gaye way on all quarters, and were pur- 


ſued to their continentals: the ſecond 


line, now attacked; made a ſtout reſiſt- 
ance. Captain Ogilvie, with his troop, 


which did not exceed forty men, Was 


ordered to charge the right flank of the 
enemy. He cut his way through their 


line, but, expoſed to à heavy fire, and! = 


charged at the fame time by the whole 
of Waſhington's dragoons, was compelled 


to retreat in confuſion. The reſerve,, 


which as yet had no, orders to move from 


its firſt poſition, and conſequently re- 
mained near a mile diſtant, was now di- 
rected to advance. When the line felt 


6 the advance of the ſeventy-firſt, all 


4 the infantry. again moved on: the con- 


es tinentals and backwoods-men gave. 
& ground: the Britiſh ruſhed forwards 2, 
«an order was diſpatched; to the ca- 
valry to charge This order, hows. 
ever, if ſuch was then thought of, be- 


: ing either not delivered or diſobeyed, 


® Vide Tarleton 's As aka page 217. 
they 
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they ſtood aloof, without availing them 
ſelves of the faireſt opportunity of reap- 
ing the laurels which lay before them. - 
The infantry were not in condition to 

overtake the fugitives; the latter had not 

marched thirty miles in the courſe of the 

laſt fortnight; the former, during that 
time, had been in motion day and night. , 

A number, not leſs than two-thirds of 

the Britiſh infantry officers, had already 
fallen, and nearly the fame proportion of 

privates; fatigue, however, enfeebled the 

purfuit, much more than loſs of blood. 

Morgan ſoon diſcovered that the legions 

cavalry did not advance, and that the in- 

fantry, though well diſpoſed, were un- 
able to come up with his corps: he or- 

dered Colonel Wafhington, with his dra- 

goons, to cover His retreat, and to check 

the purſuit. He was obeyed; and the 

protection thus afforded, gave him an 

opportunity of rallying his ſcattered 
forces. They formed, renewed the at- 

tack, and charged in their turn. In diſ- 
order from the purſuit, unſupported by 
Ha _ the 


nenen 
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wa n deprived of the aſſiſtance of 
the cannons which in defiance of the tt» 
moſt exertions of thoſe who had them in 
charge, were now left behind, the ad- 
vance of the Britiſh fell back, and com- 
municated a panick to others, which 
ſoon became general: a total rout enſued. 
| Two hundred and fifty horſe which had 
not been engaged, fled through the woods 
with the utmoſt precipitation, bearing 
down ſuch officers as oppoſed their flight: 
the cannon were ſoon ſeized by the Ame- 
ricans, the detachment from the train 
being either killed or wounded in their 
defence; and the infantry were eaſily 
overtaken, as the cauſe which had re- 
tarded the purſuit, had now an -equal 
effect in impeding the retreat: diſpi- 
rited on many accounts, they ſurrendered 
at diſcretion. Even at this late ſtage of 
the defeat, Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, 
with no more than fifty horſe, heſitated 
not to charge the whole of Waſhington's 
cavalry, though ſupported by the conti- 
nentals; 3 it was a ſmall body of officers, 
and 
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and a detachment of the ſeventeenth re- 
giment of dragoons, who preſented them- 
ſelves on this deſperate occaſion ; the loſs 
ſuſtained was in proportion to the danger 
of the enterpriſe, and the whole body wie 
repulſed. | 


Whether in actions of importance, or 
ſlight ſkirmiſhes, I every where can trace 
_ exaggerated accounts of this author's 
proweſs. On his retreat after the above 
defeat, he ſays, page 218, „Another 
is party of the Americans, who had ſeized 
© upon the baggage of the Britiſh troops 
©, on the road from the late encampment, 
were diſperſed.” Earl Cornwallis, in 
his diſpatches to the Commander in 
Chief, writes, that Lieutenant Colonel 
« Tarleton retook the baggage of the 
* corps, and cut to pieces the detach» 
© ment of the enemy who had taken 
* poſſeſſian of it; and after deſtroying 
© what they could not conveniently 
« bring off, retired with the remain- 
ce der, unmoleſted, to Hamilton's Ford.“ 


And the Annual Regiſter for 1781 ſays, 
5 3 WE 
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that our author 4 had the fortune of re- 
* taking the baggage, the ſlender guard 
* in whoſe cuſtody it was left being cut to 
+ pieces.” All theſe miſrepreſentations 
have originated from one and the ſame. 
ſource; the fact however ſtands thus: 


oy detachment 3 each corps, oder 

F oi command of Lieutenant Fraſer of the 
71ſt regiment (who was afterwards killed 
at York Town), had been left at ſome dif- 
tance to guard the baggage; early intel- 
ligence of the defeat was conveyed to this 
officer by ſome friendly Americans; what” 
part of the baggage could not be carried 
off he immediately deſtroyed, and with his 
men mounted on the waggon, and ſpare 
horſes, he retreated to Earl Cornwallis 
unmoleſted; nor did he, on this occaſion, 
ſee any of the American, horſe or foot, 
or of the party then under our author's 
directions. This was the only body of in- 
fantry that eſcaped, the reſt were either 
killed or made priſoners. The dragoons 
joined the army in two ſeparate diviſions; 
; LS | _ one. 


* 
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one arrived in the neighbourhood of the 
Britiſh encampment upon the evening of 
the ſame day, at which time his Lord- 
{hip had the martification to learn the de- 
feat of his detachment; the other, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, appeared 
next morning. 


| * am; &c. 


LETTER X, 


MY DEAR sIR, 


A S a circumſtantial 
detail of the action at Cowpens was given 
to you in my laſt letter, obſervations 
upon the cauſes of that diſaſter ſhall be 
the fubjet of * 


You have already my opinion, that 
Earl Cornwallis is incapable of wilful 
miſrepreſentation; leaving then to the 
Jud 18 of others, mg propriety of pro- 
ducing 
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ducing a confidential letter *, written by 
his Lordſhip in the goodneſs of his heart, 
evidently with defign to conſole our au- 
thor under a ſevere misfortune, and 
never meant for publication; I only con- 
tend, that this letter, is altogether inade- 
quate to the purpoſe to which this jour- 
naliſt has converted it, that of transfer 
ring the blame * n to the 


ü r | 


It has bole before ſhewn, that the diſ- 
patches of Earl Cornwallis, with reſpect 
to the action of Blackſtocks, had be- 
ſtowed a laurel on Lieutenant Colonel 
b.. which — have . the 


* Vide page 252. From Earl Cornwallis to Liens 
tenant Colonel Tarleton. © You have forfeited no part 
cc of my eſteem as an officer by the unfortunate event 
« of the action of the 17th: The means you uſed to 
« bring the enemy to action were able and maſterly, 
and muſt ever do you honour, Your diſpoſition was 
e unexceptiqnable ; the total miſbehaviour of the troops 
4 could alone have deprived you of the glory which * 
ﬆ ſo juſtly your. due,” 


hea 


e rRIeruzzs o 


now, his Lordſhip drew his information 
from à corrupted fountain. That the 
<6 unqualified decifion”. of that nobleman 
in favour of our author, in regard to the 
action of Cowpens, was made without 
any opportunity of perſonal obſerva- 
tion, has been happily noticed by 
others *. It is a tranſcript of Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton's report, and there- 
fore, like the evidence of a man in his 
own I r iel | 


4 be" "Ul 8 had oh 8 of 1 
narrative, ſeems to have had Julius Cæ- 
Far in view; but Cæſar's mind was above 
any occaſion for recourſe to vanity, oſten- 
tation, or detraction. It was his pride to 
beſtow due praiſe on deſerving officers, 
while this journaliſt diſtinguiſhes himſelf 
by laviſhing reproaches directly on his 
General, and obliquely on others who 
had the misfortune of ſerving under his 
Critical Review, May 1787. 
as | command, 


L., Col. TARLETON 'S HISTORY. roy 


command. As an individual on this de- 
tachment, credit may be given me for an 
acquaintance with every circumſtance 
which is here deſcribed. If to be diſin- 
tereſted is neceſſary for the inveſtigation 
of truth, I come ſo far qualified for this 

taſk. Uneonnected with party, devoid of 
ſpleen, and too unimportant to be affect- 
ed by general reflections on collective bo- 
dies of military men, candour and impar- 
tiality may be allowed me But to pro- 
en ee e 6 
1 ien O77 F ator 7 168308 
The firſt error in judgment to be im- 
puted to Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, 
on the morning of the 17th of January, 
1781, is, the not halting his troops be- 
fore he engaged the enemy. Had he 


done ſo, it was evident that the following 


advantages would have been the reſult of 
his conduct. General Morgan's force 
and ſituation might have been diſtinctly 
viewed, under cover of a very ſuperior 
cavalry ; the Britiſh infantry, fatigued 
with rapid marches, day and night, for 

: ſome 
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ſome time paſt, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, might have had reſt and refreſn- 
ment; a detachment from the ſeveral 
corps left with the baggage, together 
with batt- men, and officers ſervants, 
would have had time to come up, and 
join in the action. The artillery all this 
time might have been playing on the ene- 
myis front, or either flank, without riſque 
of inſult; the commandants of regiments, | 
Majors Me Arthur and Newmarſh, officers 
who held commiſſions long before our 
author was born, and who had reputa- 
tions to this day unimpeached, might 
have been conſulted, and, not to dwell 
on the enumeration of all the advan- 
tages which would have accrued from 
ſo judicious a delay, time would have 
been given for the approach of Earl 
' Cornwallis to the preconcerted point, 
for the unattainment of which he has 
been ſo much and ſo unjuſtly cenſured. 
The ſecond error was, the un- officer- 


* of directing the line to 
advance 
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advance before it was properly formed, 


and before the reſerve had taken its 
ground; in conſequence of which, as 
might have been expected, the attack 
was premature, confuſed, and irregular. 


The third error in this ruinous buſi- 


neſs, was the . omiſſion of giving diſcre- 
tional powers to that judicious veteran 


M' Arthur, to advance with the reſerve, 
at the time that the front line was in 


purſuit of the militia, by which means 
the connection ſo neceſſary to troops en- 
gaged in the field was not preſerved. 


His fourth error was, ordering Captain 
Ogilvie, with a troop, conſiſting of no 
more than forty men, to charge, before 
any impreſſion was made on the conti- 
nentals, and before Waſhington 8 —— 
* been WN 


The 0 and the moſt deſtructive, 
for I will not Pretend to follow him 
through all his errors, was in not bring- 

: ing 
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ing up a column of cavalry, and com- | 
pleting the' rout, which, by his own ac- 


knowledgment, had commenced through 
the whole American infantry. 


"After — 55 has been ſaid, 2 may 
not, perhaps, be a better criterion to 
judge of the conduct of thoſe corps, upon 
whom Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton has 


ſtamped the charge of © total miſbeha- 


& viour,“ than by an examination of the 
ſtate of diſcipline they were then under, 


of their general conduct upon every for- 


mer occaſion, and of the loſs which they 


ſuſtained on this. 


The fuſileers had ferved with credit in 


America from the commencement of the 
war, and under an excellent officer, Ge- 


neral Clarke, had attained the ſummit of 
military diſcipline: they had at this time, 
out of nine officers who were in the ac- 


| tion, hve * killed and wounded. 


* | Captain Helyar 
BS 2 Killed Tr ut. Marſhal 


| Major Newmarſh 
Wounded baue Harling | 
5 Lieutenant L' Eſtrange 5 
2 "57 al 


5 
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n 

* 
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The firſt battalion of the 71ſt regi- 
ment, who had landed in Georgia in the 


year 1778, under the: command of Sir 
Archibald Campbell, had eſtabliſhed their 


reputation in the ſeveral operations in 
that province, at Stono Ferry, at the 
ſieges of Savannah and Charleſtown, and 


at the battle of Camden. Now, not in- 


ferior to the 7th regiment in diſcipline, 
they were led by an officer of great ex- 
perience, who had come into the Britiſh 


ſervice from the Scotch Dutch brigade: 


Out of ſixteen officers * which they had 
in the field, nine F were killed and 
wounded. | 


Light companies of the 1ſt and 2d yiſt included. | 


1 Macleod 
| + CORES Chiſhol A Killed be 
1 Grant 4 | 

| Mackintoſh} 

| Flint | TS 
Licutenants 5 Mackenzie f Wounded 
i I Sinclair 
Forbes + 
| Macleod 
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The battalion of light infantry had 
fignaliſed themſelves ſeparately on many 
occaſions. The company of the 16th 
regiment was well known by its ſervices 
in the army commanded by Major Ge- 
neral Prevoſt; thoſe of the ſeventy-firſt 
regiment were diſtinguiſhed under Sir 
James Baird at the ſurpriſe of General 
Wayne in Pennſylvania, of Baylor's dra- 
goons in New Jerſey, at Briar Creek in 
Georgia, at the capture and ſubſequent 


defence of Savannah, at the battle near 


Camden under Earl Cornwallis; and even 
Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton did them 
Juſtice at the defeat of Sumpter, Juſt after 
dhe laſt en action *. 


The lieke 1 company of 2 
Prince of Wales's American regiment, 
when but newly raiſed and indifferently 
diſciplined, acquired reputation under Ge- 

neral Tryon at Danbury; their only offi- 
cer was here wounded 5 


* Vide pages 11 3 and 1 +: + Lieut, Lindſay. 
£ The 


Fd 
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The infantry of the legion had ſeen 
much ſervice, and had always behaved 

well: this our author will ſurely not 
=_ „ 


The troop of the ſeventeenth regiment 
of dragoons, when ordered into action, 
diſplayed that gallantry with which they 
had ſtamped their character on every 
former occaſion. They had here but 
two officers, both of whom were wound- 
ed, one mortally . The detachment 
- of artillery was totally annihilated, 


Such were the troops whom this jour- 
naliſt has ſo ſeverely ſtigmatiſed. Few 
corps, in any age or country,. will be 
found to have bled more freely. 


It is an eſtabliſhed cuſtom in armies 
for the commanding officer, whether vic- 
torious or vanquiſhed, to account for 
the loſs which he has ſuſtained. In the 


. Lieutenant Nettles, Cornet Patterſon, mortally. 


. 
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-preſent inſtance it requires no extraordi- 
nary ſagacity to diſcover, that Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton had his own particular 
reaſons for withholding ſuch an account; 
and it 1s evident that had this loſs of of- 
ficers, to which that of the ſoldiers pro- 
bably bore a near proportion, been faith- 
fully publiſhed, the veracity of our au- 
thors account might have been juſtly 
called in queſtion, and the cauſe of the 
defeat, inftead of being left to a “ per- 
ec haps,” might have been reduced to a 


_ certainty. 


In deſcribing the particular ' incidents 
of this action, our journaliſt ſays, page 
221, „The extreme extenſion of the files 
„ always expoſed the Britiſn regiments 
6 and corps, and would, before this un- 
4 fortunate affair, have been attended 
e with detrimental effect, had · not the 
6 multiplicity of lines with which they 
8c generally fought, reſcued them from 
« ſuch imminent danger.” 


——* 


He 
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. He ſtill continues to furniſh argument 
againſt himſelf; if his files were too exten- 
five, why did he not contract them? for 
he ſays, in the ſame page, that “the 
© diſpoſition was planned with coolneſs, 
and executed without embarraſſment.” 
Any other mode of attack, or diſpoſition, 
therefore, which he might have planned, 

would doubtleſs have been executed with 
equal promptitude. The latter part of 
this quotation is not leſs inconſiſtent. 
I would aſk Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton 
in what action, during the campaigns of 
which he treats, did the multiplicity of 
lines reſcue the Britiſh troops from immi- 
nent danger? and on what occaſion did 
their front line, or any part thereof, give 
way I believe it will be found that it 
fell to Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton alone 
to lead the troops of Britain into a ſitua- 
tion, from which they could be driven 
by an equal, or even by double or treble 
their number. 


I 2 Mithen 
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1 When Earl Cornwallis fought the me- 
= | -morable battle near Camden, his force, 
conſiderably under two thouſand men, 
f was oppoſed by upwards of ſix thouſand. 
At Guildford, his Lordſhip, with not one 
third the number of his enemy, obtained 
a glorious victory over General Greene, 
the beſt commander in the American 
| ſervice; and Lord Rawdon upon Hob- 
| __-kurK's-Hill, routed the ſame General, 
| who had now added experience to his 
other talents, and this, though his num- 
bers compared with his enemy, did not 
1 bear the laſt mentioned proportion. Many 
1 other proofs could be brought of the 
fallacy of our author's reaſoning, but 
theſe which have been adduced will, 1 
truſt, ſufficiently ſhew the impoſſibility 
of forming a multiplicity of lines, with 
ſo manifeſt an inferiority of numbers; 
"nay, I venture to affirm, that the diſpa- 
rity of force at Cowpens was ſmaller 
than it had been in any engagement 
during the ſouthern campaigns, conſe- 


quently, Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton 
5 had 


? 
q” B 
1 
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had it in his power to engage with greater 
advantages than occurred either previous 
to his defeat or ſince. | 


Ramſey has well obſerved, Volume II. 
page 203, Whilſt Lord Cornwallis was 
% anticipating, in imagination, a rich har- 
« veſt of glory, from a rapid ſucceſſion 
& of victories, he received the intelligence, 
cc no leſs unwelcome than unexpected, of 
c the complete overthrow of the detach- 
“ment led by Lieutenant Colonel Tarle- 
& ton. So contemptible, from their con- 
&« duct at Camden, was his Lordſhip's 
« opinion of the American militia—ſo 
&« unlimited was his confidence in the 
& courage and abilities of Lieutenant Co- 
6“ lone] Tarleton, that, of all improbable 
& events, none ſeemed to him more im- 
& probable, than that an inferior force, 
« two-thirds militia, ſhould gain ſuch a 
& deciſive advantage over his favourite 
ax : 


T have now done with os alien at 
FS. _ Cowpens, 


farns with e 
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Cowpens, and on this occafion confeſs 
that I am not without my feelings as an 


individual for ſo wanton an attack on cha- 


racters and entire corps, whole conduct 
had been, till then, unſullied, There is not 
an officer who furvived that diſaſtrous day, 
who is not far beyond the reach of ſlander 
and detraction ; and with reſpect to the 
dead, I leave to Lieutenant Colonel Tarle- 
ton all the ſatis faction which he can en- 
joy, from reflecting that he led a number 
of brave men to deſtruction, and then uſed 
every effort in his power to damn their 


Tam, &c, 


LETTER 
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WHY DEAR sI I, 


| MV jnability to fol- 

low Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton in his 
accounts of the progreſs of the Britiſh 

army through North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia, is, unfortunately for me, of a na- 
ture* which precludes the neceſſity of 
apology. However, were I warranted to 
judge of minute particulars from his ſtate- 
ment of important matters, I would ſay, 


1 


* Wounds at Cowpens, 


9 I 4 that 


[2 
3 
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that ſimilar miſrepreſentations appear 


to pervade his whole work. The fol- 


lowing inſtances will corroborate this 
aſſer tion. 3 


On the 26th of April, 1781, the Royal 
army commenced its march northwards 


from Wilmington. Our journaliſt ſays, 


page 284, At this period, Major Ge- 
& neral Leſlie's health being greatly im- 


“c paired by the climate, his phyſicians 


& adviſed his return to a colder latitude 
& than the Carolinas and Virginia; upon 


« which he prepared to embark for 


« New York.” And page 292, he ſays, 
« About this time (being one month af. 
cc terwards) the arrival of a reinforce- 


„ ment from New York for the Cheſa- 


& peak army, was announced to Earl 
« Cornwallis: the Commander in Chief 
& had diſpatched General Leſlie, whoſe 
&« health had benefited by the ſea air on the 
& late voyage, and who was always zea- 
&« lous for the publick ſervice, with the 
& ſeventeenth and forty-third regiments, 

| Ig 66 and 
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& and two. battalions of Anſpach, into 
« Virginia, upon receiving news of the 
10 nch from Mü ͥᷣöe 


From theſe N it ſh be em 
that General Leſlie embarked at Wil- 
mington arrived at New Vork re- 
ceived orders from the Commander in 
Chief to proceed to the Cheſapeak with 
2 reinforcement had been benefited by 
the ſea air landed in Virginia and the 
whole of this in the courſe of one 
month. An attentive reader will ſee, 
Page 343, a letter from Earl Cornwallis 
to Sir Henry Clinton, dated Byrd's Plan- 
tation in Virginia, May 26, 1781, in 
which his Lordſhip's words are, The 
( arrival of the reinforcement has made 
me eaſy about Portſmouth for the pre- 
c ſent. I have ſent General Leſlie thither 
„ with the ſeventeenth regiment, and 

the two battalions of Anſpach, abs 
„ ing the forty-third with the army.” 
As theſe circumſtances ſo glaringly con- 
fr adict each other; it is from the moſt 
careful 
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careful inquiry, and the beſt information 
that T am enabled to declare, that Ge- 
neral Leſlie's health, however bad, pre- 
vented him not from a zealous perform- 
ance of his duty, as ſecond in command, 
during the whole of this very fatiguing 
march; nor was he all that time nearer 
to the ſea than Wilmington, and in ge- 
neral upwards of one hundred miles from 
it, though fo much benefited by the vi- 
fionary voyage which our author repre- 
_ him to have made. b 
Anere the > lephrtaks of Earl Corn- 
| wallis from Wilmington, it is well known 
that. various opinions had been formed 
of the meaſures the moſt proper to be 
adopted by the army; the opinion of 
many was in favour of the plan of fol- 
lowing General Greene to South Caro- 
lina; the advice of others, which ſuc- 
ceeded, was to march to Virginia; among 
the latter Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton 
does not with to be claſſed . The event 

* Vide page 283 and 284. 
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of the march proving unfortunate, he 
either means to extrieate himſelf from 
blame in adviſing it, or cannot reſiſt his 
ufual practice of cenſure. General re- 
port, however, fays, that he actually re- 
commended the movement of the army 
which then took place, and expreſſed his 
diſapprobation of a return to South Ca- 
rolina, by declaring, that his Lordſhip 
might as well order the throats of his 
horſes to be cut, as adopt that meaſure. 
F would aſk this journalift a plain queſ- 
tion; did he not ſay to an officer on the 
route to Virginia, at a time when circum- 
ſtinces appeared particularly” favourable, 
« that this march was a' child of his owng 
< and that he gloried in it?“ This con- 
verſation he held with an officer * of 
equal rank with himſelf, who by his zeal, 
courage, and activity, rendered the moſt 
eſſential ſervices in the Southern pro- 
vinces, though too modeſt to become the 

Herald of his own actions. If the above 


# Colonel Joun HAMILTOx. 


queſtion 
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queſtion cannot be anſwered in the ne- 
gative, the reflections of this author on 
cauſes, after the effects are known, will 
appear as impotent, as his other attacks 
on the character of a nobleman, which 
will be venerated whilſt a Britiſh Ware 
wiſhes 


„ 


. the farther inveſtigation of 
1 Colonel Tarleton's journal of 
the operations of the army under Earl 
Cornwallis to others, I proceed to make 
ſome obſervations upon his n 


Vou was early. in e * my opi- 
nion, that the performance before us is 
deficient in every eſſential requiſite to an 


| hiſtory, and totally undeſerving of that 


name. The longer I have continued to 


examine it, the ſtronger is my conviction 


of the truth of this opinion, and that 
the better founded will his judgment be, 


who may conſider it as an incorrect and 


partial journal of military events, in which 
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the author himſelf, directly or indirectly, 
had always ſome concern. But its claim 
to being eſteemed an Hiſtory of the Cam- 
paigns of 1780 and 1781, in the Southern 
Provinces of North America, is more 
truly ridiculous, than that to an Hiſtory 
of the World, if, according to a certain 
author, he had defined the world to be 
a circle of a given diameter, himſelf 
the center, and if, not intirely taken up 
with the contemplation of his own excel- 
lencies, he had really given an impartial 
and accurate detail of all the actions of 
all the beings, who moved, for a cettain 
time, around his orbit. 


Though it certainly did not require the 
abilities of a Tacitus, or a Livy, to com- 
prehend and deſcribe the operations of 
the Britiſh and American armies, in four 
adjacent provinces for two years, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Tarleton, however, has 
ſhewn himſelf intirely unequal to the 
taſk. Always confined to the ſingle point 

= x = 
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of relating events in his own neighbour- 
hood, he has ſometimes intirely omitted 

accounts of ſerious actions, gallant de- 
fences, and important operations in other 
1 Places *; and at the end of his book he 
gives, in his uſual manner of deſcription, 
the (elegant campaign” of 1781 in South 
Carolina, under the 3 title 
of an ArrENDIX. 


This campaign was conducted by Lord 
Rawdon in every reſpect to his honour, 
and deſcribed in the official letters of 
that nobleman with admirable preciſion. 

When the declining ſtate of bis Lord- 
ſhip's health obliged him to relinquiſh 

the command of the army, its ſubſequent 

operations were circumſtantially narrated 

by Colonels Steuart and B n . 


* T he 5 fought by Colonel Innes on the Eno- 
Tee, and Major Dunlap in Long Cane; the defence of 
Fort Golphin on 'the Savannah; the operations of 
Lieutenant Colonel Craig upon Cape Fear, and thoſe 
of Lieutenant Colonel Small on the Santee, &c.  -. 


A very 
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A very large proportion of Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton's work is mere compila- 
tion. Take from his Appendix three 
letters from Lord Rawdon, one from Co- 
lonel Steuart, and one from Colonel Bal- 
four, which had already been publiſhed 
in this country; ſeparate alſo from it 
three letters from General Greene, and 
one from General Marion, likewiſe for- 
merly publiſhed, and you will find an Ap- 
pendix calculated “ 10 render the 4awork 
complete *,“ reduced to a ſkeleton. Fur- 
ther, detach extracts from the Remem- 
brancer and Annual Regiſter, and this 
boaſted completion of a work ſo oſtenta- 
tious, and that promiſes ſo much, will, 
in conſequence of ſuch diſmemberment, 
vaniſh into vapour. After all, ſo long as 
he confines himſelf to the ſimple tran- 
ſcription of theſe official letters, it is out 
of his power to miſlead ; but whenever he 
ventures to connect them, and adopts the 
errors of periodical publications, he is al- 
3 himſelf. | 
* Vide page 459. 

The 
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The epithet of an © untried * enemy”? 
is neither applicable to Lord Rawdon, 
-Nor to the troops which he commanded, 


as both his Lordſhip and a great part of 

his army had been in the action near 
Camden with Earl Cornwallis, and on 
many other ſervices. 


His information is extremely defective 
as to the reduction of Auguſta, He has 
done little more than tranſcribe ſome of 
the ſummonſes and anſwers. He neither 
-points out the formidable ſtate of the 
American army, nor relates the variety of 
ſtratagems that the brave Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Brown employed in its defence. As 
uſual with this writer, the friends of the 
officers who fell are furniſhed with no re- 
cord of their death +. | 


, ® Vide page 459. 


+ Lieutenants Simcoe and Camp, killed—Lieu- 
tenant Hybert and others, wounded, 


3 


No 


— 
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No juſtice is done to the gallantry of 
Lieutenant M*Kay, who commanded at 
Fort Watſon ;—the bravery diſplayed in 
its defence, and his wounds are alike un- 
noticed. | 


Of the defence of Ninety Six by Lieu- 


tenant Colonel Cruger, which I before 


obſerved was one of the moſt brilliant 
events of the war in that country, this 
author appears extremely ignorant; and 
the few circumſtances of which he takes 
any notice are erroneous throughout. 


A detail of the defence of that place, 
written by an officer * upon whoſe vera- 
city I can rely, accompanies this letter, 
as alſo an account of the reduction of the 
iſland of New Providence. It is unne- 
ceſſary to aſſure you, that the gentleman 
who furniſhed me with this detail was 
vpon the pots as it wears authenticity 


Eur. HaTTon, late of the New Jerſey Volun- 


wy, now of the twenty-third regiment. 


gt upon 
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upon the face of it; and yet, from the 
diametrical oppoſition of his account, 
to many particulars of that of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Tarleton, if any credit 
could be given to the latter, you would 
be tempted to doubt of the actual preſence 
of the former in this tranſaction. 


Of the nature of the fortifications, the 
readers of Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton's 
journal are left intirely in the dark, as he 
no where mentions whether they were 
regular or irregular, ſtrong or weak, ex- 
tenſive or compact. They might have 
been, for any thing he ſays to the con- 
trary, a tremendous citadel, an inſignifi- 
cant redoubt, or a ſimple entrenchment. 
The enemy and the beſieged might have 
been either provided with heavy cannon; 
vr the contrary. 


His n in page 497, that © the 
American artillery had failed in their 
effect,“ is deſtitute of foundation. The 
een of this ſiege already mentioned, 


ſhews 
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ſhews that the work upon the left, which 
preſerved a communication with the wa- 
ter, was rendered untenable by the artil- 
lery of the beſiegers. It was abandoned 

by us, and taken poſſeſſion of by them on 
the 17th of June, But our journaliſt 
has fallen into this egregious miſtake, by 
not having, to uſe his own language, 
4 penetration enough to diſcover *, that 

the letter of Lord Rawdon, of the 5th of 
June, page 479, could not convey any 
information of the execution done by the 
cannon of the enemy for fourteen days 
ſubſequent to its date. 


Page 485 he ſays, that “the works 
ce were completed.” This was ſo far 
from being the fact, that on the morning 
of the 21ſt of May, when the enemy had 
broke ground, the works were unfiniſhed, 
and the platforms of the Star in no condi» | 
tion to receive guns, 


* Vide page 99. 
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In page 497, he proves to demonſtra- 


tion how miſerable his information had 


been. According to him the attack was 
made upon the 19th of June, before 
& day;” and afterwards he ſays, General 
Greene. put an end to the aſſault “ by 


4 calling off the remainder before day- 


& light.” The truth however is, that the 
Americans aſſaulted the Star upon the 
18th of June at noon, 


As uſual with this journaliſt, no notice 
whatever is taken of the officers who bled 
upon that occaſion. Had he commanded 
at Ninety Six, in all human probability 


volumes would have been written upon 


the proweſs then exhibited, and mono- 


dies on the loſs even of his horſes. But 
the gallantry of Lieutenant Colonel 


Cruger, and of his garriſon, will be re- 
membered with admiration, when theſe 
effuſions of vanity © ſhall be carried down 
the ſtream of oblivion,” 


Nothing 


n 
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Nothing can be more unfortunate than 
this author in his extracts. If errors 
creep into a periodical print, he is ſure to 
adopt them. Page 496, he aſſigns, as 
one of General Greene's motives for de- 
clining to engage the Royal army, upon 
their march to the relief of Ninety Six, 
his underſtanding that the Britiſh troops 
were “ freſh.” Now, that the editor of 
an Annual Regiſter might fall into ſuch 
a miſtake 1s by no means extraordinary ; 
but an aſſertion of this nature from Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Tarleton, who muſt-have 
been acquainted with ſituations and diſ- 
tances in that country, 1s not to be ex- 
cuſed. 


The greateſt part of the army which 
Lord Rawdon commanded at that time, 
had on the 10th of May evacuated Cam- 
den, from which time to the 6th of June, 
they had been in continual motion, from 
Camden to Nelſon's Ferry, to the junction 
of the roads from Congaree to M*Cord's 
Ferry, to the Ewtaws and to Monk's 
8 Oh. K 3 Corner. 
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Corner. The other part of this army 
was the flank companies of three regi- 
ments juſt landed from Ireland. The 
whole moved upon the 7th of June, and 
made out a march of one hundred and 
eighty miles in the hotteſt weather, 
through a deſerted and moſt ſultry coun- 
try, in thirteen days. Theſe troops were 
then, in every reſpec, in a ſituation the 
reverſe of being freſh. Though this had 
not been quite evident, the journaliſt 
himſelf, page 486, ſhews that © Lord 
„% Rawdon preſſed his march with all the 
“ rapidity which the exceſſive heat of the 
« weather would permit.“ And in page 


498, he deſcribes the troops which he. 


before pronounced freſh, “ ſpent with 


« fatigue and overcome with heat.” Thus 


does a viſionary journaliſt detail his curi- 
ous conjectures, and then, with a fatality 
which never forſakes him, contradict 


_ himſelf. 


In this Appendix he appears with a 
peculiar ill grace; he cannot even 


pretend 


- 
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pretend to the ſmalleſt participation in 
the tranſactions which he deſcribes; while 
in the foregoing part of his work the 
name of TARLEHTON is conſtantly exhi- 
bited, like the taliſman of a necromancer, 
poſſeſſing a charm which enhances the 
glory of victory, and palliates the diſgrace 
of defeat. 

In reading the work of the American 
hiſtorian, we cannot help admiring the 
laudable ambition which he diſcovers in 
deſcribing the atchievements of his coun- 
trymen, and the elegant elegiac ſtyle in 
which he laments the loſs of. thoſe who 
fell. But when his zeal betrays him 
into unmerited cenſures on Colonels Bal- 
four, Moncreif, and other Britiſh officers; 
when he would perſuade us that one 
hundred and eleven Britiſh ſoldiers were 
captured by three. Americans, and that 
the brother of an Engliſh Duke ſolicited 
a commiſſion in the ſervice of Congrels ; 


* Colonels Lawrens, Williams, Huger and others. 
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we are compelled to deplore ſuch a mix= 


ture of alloy with ſhining abilities. 


He has engaged my eſteem for having 
done no more than juſtice to Ferguſon, 
and no leſs than juſtice to Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton ; his ſentiments of the 
former are already in your poſſeſſion, and 
with reſpect” to the latter, read and 
judge . | 


Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton had hi- 
« therto acquired diſtinguiſhed reputa- 


cc tion, but he was greatly indebted for his 
military fame to good fortune and acci- 


& dent. In all his previous engagements 
he either had the advantage of ſur- 
“ priſing an incautious enemy—of at- 
« tacking them when panick-ſtruck after 
« recent defeats—or of being oppoſed to 
« undiſciplined militia. He had gathered 


“C no laurels by hard fighting againſt an 


& equal force; his repulſe on this occaſion 


* Vide Ramſey, Vol. II. Page 200. 


« (Cowpens) 
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& (Cowpens) did more eſſential injury to 
& the Britiſh intereſt, than was compen- 


ce ſated by all his victories. Tarleton's 


& defeat was the firſt link, in a grand 


t& chain of cauſes, which finally drew 
& down ruin, both in North and South 
Carolina, on the Royal intereſt.” 


5 


1 am; &c. 
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victory obtained by a corps of his 


Majeſty's troops, led by the Right Ho- 


nourable Lord Rawdon, over the Ame- 
rican army, commanded by General 
Greene, on the 25th of April, 1781, at 
Hobkirk's Hill, the diſaffection of the in- 
habitants of South Carolina, a perfidious 
people, whoſe allegiance to the Britiſh 

| government 


— 
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government neither promiſes could bind 
nor oaths ſecure *, became ſo general, 


A particular inſtance of this occurred in the caſe of 
CoroNEL Isaac HAVYNE. Upon the entrance of Ge- 
neral Greene into South Carolina, Mr. Hayne accepted 
a commiſhon in the American ſervice in a ſecret manner, 
ſoon after which he came to Charleſtown, renewed his 
oath of allegiance to the King, and at his own requeſt 
was appointed to the command of a corps of militia. 
When he had remained long enough in that garriſon to 
obtain every poſlible intelligence, partly by perſuaſion, 
partly by force, he occaſioned the revolt of the whole 
body which he commanded to the Americans. The 
firſt advice which our commanders received of this trea- 
chery, was the account of an expedition in which Mr. 
Hayne ſurpriſed a number of ſick and wounded Britiſh 
ſoldiers, within two miles of Charleſtown, where he was 
charged with committing ſome extraordinary acts of bar- 
barity. He was immediately after taken in arms againſt 
that government, which he had ſo recently ſworn to ſup- 
port; a Court of Enquiry identified his perſon, and he 
was executed without farther trial. The Americans 
complained loudly of this proceeding, as an infraction of 
the law of nations, affecting to forget that this line of 
conduct had been adopted by both armies during the war, 
and that they had executed the Adjutant General of the 
Britiſh army, upon the report of a Board of Officers 
only. The unhappy Mr. Hayne was ſaid to be a good 
character in private life, but private virtues could not 
atone for publick vices. If amiable manners, and the 
poſſeſſion of every accompliſhment which adorns the 
officer and the gentleman, could have averted an ig- 
nominious death, the lamented ANDRE would not have 


Expired upon a gibbet! 


. 


A late American writer, in attempting to palliate 
the violation of the ſecond oath of allegiance, taken by 
Colonel Hayne, on the jeſuitical principle of mental re- 
ſervation, could not, ſeriouſly, mean a compliment either 


„ eat 


to his underſtanding or his integrity. 


WIN ET YT SHE ,- ax 
that it was neceſſary for his Lordſhip to 


abandon Camden, and march towards 
the ſea coaſt, for the purpoſe of receiving 
expected reinforcements, covering the 
lower country, and for the protection of 
even Charleſtown itſelf. In purſuance of 
this reſolution, the Royal army fell back. 
to Nelſon's Ferry, and Lord Rawdon diſ- 
patched repeated expreſſes to Lieutenant 
Colonel Cruger, then commanding at 
Ninety Six, a poſt upon the Weſtern 
. frontiers of the province, with directions 
to withdraw his garriſon, join that of 


Auguſta, on the confines of Georgia, at 


about ſixty miles diſtance, and, taking the 


command of the whole, act as occaſion 


might require; but none of theſe orders 
having reached Ninety Six, in conſequence 
of the conſtant interception of his Lord- 


ſhip's diſpatches, as alſo of thoſe of Co- 


lonel Balfour, Lieutenant Colonel Cru- 


ger remained intirely ignorant of the ſitu- 
ation of the army commanded by Lord 
Rawdon; nor had he any other advice 
of the action near Camden, and the ſub- 
| _ {equent 
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ſequent evacuation of that place, but 
from an American e en Was made 
priſoner. 


1 LIEUTENANT Corontr Crvcer being, 


from unavoidable neceſſity, thus left to 
himſelf, very reaſonably concluded, that 
a large corps, if not the whole of the 
American army would aſſail him, and in 
this conjuncture began to put the works 
of the place in the beſt en ſtate of 
e 


The village of Ninety Six derives its 


name from being that number of miles 
from the town of Keewee, in the country 
of the Cherokees; its houſes, which were 


intirely of wood, were compriſed within 


a ſtockade. The commandant immedi- 
ately ſet the whole garriſon, both officers. 
and men, to work, to throw up a bank, 
parapet high, around this ſtockade, and 
to ſtrengthen it with an abbatis. Upon the 
left of the village was a ravine, through 
. ran a * that ſupplied the 

place 


. 


place with water. The county priſon 
was fortified, and commanded the ravine 
upon one ſide, and a ſtockade to the left 
covered it on the other; but the only part 
of theſe works which deſerved the name 
of regular, was upon the right. This 
was planned ſome time before, by Lieu- 
tenant Haldane of the engineers, Aid de 
Camp to Earl Cornwallis; it conſiſted of 
ſixteen ſalient and re-entering angles, 


with a dry ditch, fraiſe and On and 


was called the STAR, 


| The indefatigable induſtry of the gars 
riſon, animated by the example of the 


commandant, had, on this occaſion, 


erected block houſes in the village, made 


caponiers*, by which one part of the works 


communicated with the other, and had 
thrown. up traverſes, to prevent the exe- 


* 0 Paſſages ten or twelve feet wide, made from one 
« work to another, covered on each ſide by a para pet 


« terminating in a ſlope or glacis.“ 
| Muller's Elements of Fortification, 


5 cution 
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cution of ſhells and ricochet ſhot, which 
was to be apprehended. | : 


The garriſon e of about one 
hundred and fifty men of the firſt batta- 
lion of Delancey's, with two hundred of 
the ſecond battalion of New Jerſey Vo- 
lunteers. Theſe corps having been raiſed 
in the year 1776, were well diſciplined, 
and, from the active ſervices in which 
they had been engaged, ever ſince their 
firſt landing in Georgia, had become equal 
to any troops. To theſe were added 
about two hundred loyal militia, under 
Calonel King. Motives of policy, as well 
as humanity, induced Lieutenant Colonel 
Cruger to adviſe the latter to quit the 
garriſon, and, as they were provided 
with good horſes, to effect their retreat, 
either to Charleſtown or to Georgia, for 
he apprehended, that in caſe of a long 
ſiege, their numbers might cauſe a want 
of proviſions; and he knew, that no ca- 
pitulation, for ſecuring to thoſe unfor- 
tunate men the rights of war, oblerved 

by 


* 
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by civiliſed nations, could be depended 
upon; but theſe Loyaliſts, though in a 
manner fighting with Halters around 
their necks, were not to be diſmayed; 
they turned their horſes into the woods, 
made a point of remaining with the gar- 
riſon and abiding by its fate. 


One hundred and fifty regulars, with 
fifty militia men, were ſelected to occupy 
the STAR, and the commandant mani- 
feſted his uſual judgment in committing 
the defence of this important place to 
Major Green of Delancey's. Having 
placed a Captain's party and ſome militia 


in the ſtockade upon the left, a ſubal- 


tern's guard in the priſon, and having aſ- 
ſigned proper diviſions to the ſeveral 
block houſes, Lieutenant Colonel Cruger 
reſerved the remainder of the troops un- 


der his own immediate copumang | in the 


riley. 


As the exe were __ three hw | 
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for theſe guns, and but one matroſs in 
tlie garriſon, the want of artillery was 
ſeverely felt. Some of the ſoldiers of the 
two battalions,- who had ſerved as ma- 
troſſes at the ſiege of Savannah, were 
again attached to the cannon, but the 
_ deficiency of ammunition was irremedi- 
- able. | 3 
Still, after the utmoſt efforts of the 
troops, when the advanced corps of the 
enemy appeared, upon the 21ſt of May, 
the works were far from being finithed, 
even the platforms in the Star were not 
ina condition to receive . OT; 


, rde whole 8 amounting 
to upwards of four thouſand men, with 

a reſpectable park of field artillery, en- 

camped in a wood within cannon ſhot of 
the village. Fluſhed with ſucceſs from 
the reduction of a number of the Britiſn 
poſts, they, with a contemptuouſneſs to 
the garriſon of Ninety Six, to this day 
unexplained, in the night between the 
2 "23 + 1 000 
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af ſt and 22d threw up two works, at no 


greater diſtance than ſeventy paces from 
the Star. General Greene did not even 


condeſcend to ſummon the place. Whe- 


ther he meant to aſſault and reduce it by 
a coup de main, or deſigned theſe works 
for places of arms, is another point as 
yet undetermined. It can hardly be con- 
ceived that his engineer, Kozinſco, a fo- 
reign adventurer, whom they created a 
Count of Poland, would break ground, 
and begin a ſap, within ſo ſmall a diſtance 
of a regular fortification, if he had in- 
tended its reduction by n common en 
of approaches. 


By eleven o'clock in the morning of 
the 22d of May, the platform in the ſa- 
lient angle of the Star, neareſt to the 
Americans, was completed, and mounted 
with guns, to fire en barbet. Thefe, 
with inceſſant platoons of muſquetry, 
played on the works conſtructed by the 
enemy the preceding night, under cover 


a_ which, thirty men, marching in In- 
LS dian- 
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dian-file, entered them, and put every 
man they could reach to the bayonet. 
This party was immediately followed 
by another of the loyal militia, who, in 
an inſtant, levelled thoſe works, and 


oaded a number of negroes with the en- 
trenching tools of the Americans. Though 
General Greene put his whole army in 
motion to ſupport the advanced corps, 
they were intirely routed before he could 
effect his deſign. The handful of brave 
men that performed this ſervice, retired 
into the Star, without any loſs, excepting 
that of the officer who led them, Lieu- 
tenant Roney. He was mortally wound- 
ed, and died the following night, much 
eſteemed, and juſtly lamented. 


- From ſuch a check, the American 
commander began to entertain a reſpect- 
able idea of the troops with whom he 
had to contend. On the night of the 
23d the Americans again broke ground, 
but at the diſtance of four hundred Paces 
trom the Star, and behind a ravine. 
wh They 
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They here began two ſaps; erected block 
batteries to cover them, and appointed 
two brigades: for their fupport, Sorties 
by ſmall parties were made during the 
night, to interrupt the enemy, and retard 
their approaches. Theſe were occaſion- 
ally continued for the reſt of the ſiege, 
notwithſtanding which, by inceſſant la- 
bour, and the numbers employed, the be- 
ſiegers had completed a ſecond parallel by 


the- 3d of June, when, for the firſt time, 


they beat the chamade, and their Adju- 
tant General advanced with a flag of 
truce, deſiring to ſpeak to the comman- 
dant. Lieutenant Stelle, the officer on 
duty, who met him,, obſerved, that it was 
unuſual for commanding officers to re- 
ceive and anſwer flags of truce in perſon, 
but that if he had any thing to commu- 
nicate to Lieutenant Colonel Cruger, it 
ſhould be forwarded. The American 
officer then produced a paper, ſigned by 
himſelf, ſetting forth, with the higheſt 
eulogiums, the invincible gallantry of 
their troops; enumerating their recent 
L 3 conqueſts 
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conqueſts © upon the Congaree, the 
te Wateree, and the Santee *;” declaring 
that the garriſon had every thing to hope 
from their generoſity, and to fear from 
their reſentment; making the comman- 
dant perſonally reſponſible for a fruitleſs 
reſiſtance, and demanding an immediate 
and unconditional ſurrender to the army 
of the United States of America. He 
farther | proteſted, that this ſummons 
ſhould not be repeated, nor any flag of 
truce hereafter received, without it con- 
veyed the preliminary phe cp __ a ca- 
Ar 5 


The commandant directed an officer 
to inform the perſon who brought this 
extraordinary paper, that, Ninety Six 
was committed to his charge, and that 
both duty and inclination pointed to the 
propriety of defending it to the laſt ex- 
„The two firſt of theſe are only branches of the 


latter but a climax ſo pompous correſponded with the 
_ reſt of the language of this ſummons, | 6 85 +. 


tr emity, 
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tremity. | He added, that the promiſes 
and threats of General Greene were alike 
| indifferent to him. | 


The truce therefore ceaſed; the enemy 2 


immediately opened four batteries; com- 
menced a heavy croſs fire, which enfiladed 
ſome of the works, and continued this 
cannonade at intervals for ſeveral days, 
at the ſame time puſhing a ſap againſt 
the Star, and advancing batteries. One 


of theſe conſtructed of faſcines and ga- 


bions, at no greater diſtance than thirty- 
five paces from the abbatis, was elevated 
forty feet from the earth; upon it a num 


ber of riflemen were ſtationed, who, as 
they overlooked the Britiſh works, did 


great execution. The garrifon crowned 
their parapet with ſand-bags, leaving 
apertures through which the Loyal mi- 


litia fired their rifles with good effect. 
African arrows * were thrown by the 


L 4 + beſiegen 


* Thele were arrows fitted to the bore of muſquets ; 
from which they were Giſcharged. They were en- 


{ | twined 


* 


* ESE 
beliegers on the roofs of the Britiſh: bar- 
racks to ſet them on fire, but this deſign 
was immediately counteracted by Lieut. 
Col. Cruger; who directed all the buildings 
to be unroofed, an order which, though 
it expoſed both officers. and. men to the 
| bad effects of the night air, ſo, pernicious 
in this climate, was obeyed with an ala- 

— that nothing but their confidence.” in 
him could * 


With the intention to burn che ** 
battery of the aſſailants, attempts were 
made to heat ſhot, but theſe were fruſ- 
trated for want of furnaces; the beſieged 
therefore in the Star, being no longer able 
Oo continue with the cannon. on the. plat. 

forms in the day time, they were dif» 
mqunted, Ani ſee: vos in the night. 


twined 1 flax, Sn 1 in ce lighted, and 
armed at the end with a barbed ſpear. Captain M*Pher- 
ſon of Delancey's had defended Fort Motte with 
admirable gallantry, but his barracks being ſet on fire 
by theſe arrows, he was compelled to ſurrender, 


n 
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On the Sth of June, the garriſon had 
the mortification to ſee that of Auguſta 
marched by them priſoners of war. 
Though the gallantry diſplayed: by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Brown in its defence, 
would have excited admiration in a ge- 
nerous foe, Colonel Lee, by whom they 
were taken, enjoyed the gratification of a 
little mind in exhibiting them before 
Ninety Six, with a Britiſh ſtandard re- 
verſed, drums beating and: fifes playing, 
to ridicule their ſituation. This pitiful 
_ recourſe had an effect quite contrary to 
that which it was mtended to produce. 
The ſoldiers were eaſily convinced by 
their officers, that death was preferable 
to captivity with ſuch an enemy. Hav- 
ing enjoyed this triumph, Colonel Lee, 
with his corps called the legion, next fat 
down to reduce the ſtockade upon the 
left, which preferved a communication 
with the water; his approaches, however, 
commenced at a reſpectful diſtance, and 
his advances by ſap were conducted with 
extreme caution, while the operations of 


General 


wy 
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General Greene were directed againſt the 
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Star; | 7 

on Leia evening of; the mw of; June, 
in the apprehenſion that ſomething ex- 
traordinary was carrying on in the ene- 
my's works, two ſallies, with ſtrong par- 
ties, were made. One of theſe entering 
their trenches upon the right, and pene- 
trating to a battery of four guns, were 
prevented from deſtroying them for want 


of ſpikes and hammers. They here diſ- 


covered the mouth of a mine, deſigned 
to be carried under a curtain of the Star, 
upon ſpringing of which the breach was 


to be entered by the American army, 


ſword in hand. The other diviſion that 
marched upon the left fell in with the 
covering party of the beſiegers, a number 


of whom were put to the bayonet, and 


the officer who cammanded them brought 


in priſoner, Both diviſions returned to 
the garriſon with little loſs, though it 


was impoſlible for that of the enemy not 
to haye been conſiderable. Never did 
: luckleſs 


EF 
w.ff 
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luckleſs wight receive a more inglorious 


wound, upon any occaſion, than Count 
Kozinſco did on this—it was in that 
part which Hudibras has conſtituted the 
ſeat of honour, and was given juſt as 
this engineer was examining the mine 
which he d projected! | 


Colonel Lev contimied:his approaches 
to the ſtockade upon the left, before, 
which his corps ſuffered greatly. On 
the 12th of June, in a paroxyſm of te- 
merity and folly, he directed a ſerjeant 


and ſix men, at eleven o'clock in the 


forenoon, to advance with lighted com- 
buſtibles, and ſet fire to the abbatis of 


the work which he had inveſted. Not 
one of them returned to upbraid him 
with his raſhneſs, and he was the firit to 
ſolicit a truce to bury the bodies of the 
men he had ſo ſcandalouſly: ſacrificed. 

Having now redoubled his efforts, and 
mounted a number of cannon, which 
followed him from Auguſta, he com- 
N enfiladed this vn by a trian- 


gular 
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gular fire, and by the 17th of June ren- 
dered it untenable. It was evacuated in 


the night without loſs, and taken pollet- 


fion of by the enemy. 


The ſa fferings of the RAE were 
now extreme. With infinite labour a 


well was dug in the Star, but water was 
not to be obtained, and the only means 
of procuring this neceſſary element in a 
torrid climate in the month of June, was 
to ſend out naked negroes,, who brought 
a ſcanty ſupply from within piſtol ſhot 
of the American pickets, their bodies not 
being diſtinguiſhable in the night from 


the fallen trees, with which the place 


abou nded. 


Far from deſpondence in this extre- 
mity, Lieutenant Colonel Cruger encou- 
raged the troops, in the hope of relief 
from the arrival of an army, before. the 


enemy, though already advanced in their 


third parallel, could poſlibly reach the 


ditch. From the treatment of their fel- 
low 
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low ſoldiers captured at Auguſta, he 
painted to them, in the ſtrongeſt colours, 
the mortifying conſequences of a ſur- 


render; but, if they continued their de- 


fence, he had not the leaſt doubt of their 
having the honour of brightening the fu- 
ture proſpects of the Royal army in thoſe 
provinces. 


Whilſt the commandant was uſing 
theſe endeavours, an American Loyaliſt, 


in open day, under the fire of the enemy, 


rode through their pickets, and delivered 


a verbal meſſage from Lord Rawdon, 
„That he had paſſed Orangeburg, and 


« was in full march to raiſe the ſiege.” 
The name of Rawpon inflamed every 
breaſt with additional vigour ; they de- 
clared they would wait patiently for 
the aſſailants, and meet them even in 
the ditch. How well they kept their 
word the tranſactions of the x8th will 
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on the morning of this day the third 


| varallel of the beſiegers was completed; 


they turned the abbatis, drew out the 


pickets, and brought forward two trenches 
within ſix feet of the ditch of the Star. 
General Greene, well informed of the 


advance of Lord Rawdon, and know- 
ing that the garriſon was equally ap- 
priſed of it, determined upon a general 

aſſault, which he commenced at non. 


Their forlorn hopes, in two diviſions, 


made a lodgement in the ditch, and 
were followed by ſtrong parties with 
grappling hooks to draw down the ſand- 


bags, and tools to reduce the parapet. 
The riflemen, poſted upon their elevated 
battery, picked off every Britiſh ſoldier 


that appeared, while the Virginian and 


Maryland lines fired by platoons from 


their trenches. The right flank of the 
enemy was expoſed to the fire of a three- 


pounder, as well as to that of the block 
houſes in the village, and Major Green 
wüh the troops in the Star, waited 

„ with 
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with coolneſs to receive them on the 
parapet, with bayonets and ſpears *. 
The attack continued, but the main body 
of the Americans could not be brought 
forward to the aſſault; they were con- 
tented with ſupporting the parties in the 
ditchz by an inceſſant fire from the lines. 
At length the garriſon became impa- 
tient. Two parties under Captain Camp- 


bell of the New Jerſey Volunteers, and 


Captain French of Delancey's, iſſued 
from the ſally port in the rear of the 
Star, they entered the ditch, divided their 
men, and advanced, puſhing their bay- 
onets till they met each other. This 


was an effort of gallantry that the Ame- 


ricans could not have expected. General 
Greene, from one of the advanced bat- 
teries, with aſtoniſhment beheld two 


- * Spears la thoſe uſed in boarding ſhips, 
had been made by the direction of this excellent officer; 
they were piled againſt the-parapet, and the men were 
ordered, on diſcharging their muſquets, to uſe the 


ſpears, 


parties, 
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parties, conſiſting only of thirty men each, 

fallying-into a ditch, charging and carry- 
ing every thing before them, though ex- 
poſed to the fire of a whole army. It 
was an exertion of officers leading troops, 
ardent in the cauſe of their ſovereign, 
and ſteeled with the remembrance of in- 
juries which they and their connections 
had ſo often received from the ſubverters 


of law and good government. The Ame 


ricans covered their ſhame in the trenches, 
nor was it till the next day that they 


recollected themſelves fo far as to aſk per- 


miſſion to bury their dead; the groans 
alſo of their wounded aſſailed their ears, 
and called aloud for that relief which 
ought to have been much earlier admi- 
viſtered,. 


General Greene raiſed the ſiege upon 
the evening of the 19th, and on the 
morning of the 21ſt the army under 
Lord Rawdon made its appearance. His 


' Lordſhip brought with him the flank 
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companies of three“ regiments, which 
had landed from Europe ſo late as the 
third of the ſame month, and thus rein- 
forced, he had made the moſt rapid 
marches over a deſert country, in the 
hotteſt weather, for the relief of the gar- 
riſon. This, however, did not prevent 
his Lordſhip from an immediate purſuit 
of the enemy. He followed them over 
the Saluda, as far as the banks of the 
Enoree, but they had ſo much the ſtart 
of him, and their flight was ſo precipi- 


tate, as to leave no * of being 


overtaken. 


The hardſhips under which this little 
garriſon had laboured were ſevere in the 
extreme. The defence of a place ſo 
weak and ill provided, for upwards of 
thirty days, with no more than three 
hundred and fifty regulars, and two hun- 
dred militia, againſt an army well ap- 


rene in high ſpirits, and in poſſeſſion | 


1 3d, 19th, and . | 
* 1 


62 ò ꝙ61IE GE OT 


of every advantage that the ſituation 
could admit, was not to be effected with- 


out the utmoſt patience, vigilance, and 


vigorous exertion. Before the appear- 
ance of the Americans, Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Cruger had uſed every means in his 
power to augment his magazine of provi- 
ſions; but the ſalting of beef and pork, 
which were the only articles, Indian corn 


excepted, that could be procured, was 
rendered almoſt ineffectual both by the 


ſeaſon and climate. The climate was 


that of latitude 32 N—the ſeaſon ap- 


proaching the ſummer ſolſtice. In ſpite - 
therefore of all precaution, the proviſions 


in one degree or other became putrid. Yet 
even this, at leaſt, towards the latter end 


of the ſiege, was much leſs diſtreſſing than 
the want of water, 


It would be preſumption i in me, nay, it 
would require the abilities of an able wri- 
ter, to appropriate to each officer concerned 
in this defence, the degree of praiſe due 
to his merit, and yet, after the account 

| 7 juſt 
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juſt now given, it would be unpardonable 


to paſs them over in ſilence. 


The foreſight, precaution, bravery, and 


in every reſpect good conduct of Lieu- 


tenant Colonel Cruger, have obtained 
that general admiration which they de- 
ſerved. The ſpeech of General Sir George 
Howard * does no more than juſtice to 
the diſtinguiſhed merit of Major Green, 
and it will afford peculiar pleaſure to every 
individual of this garriſon into whoſe 
hands that part of parliamentary hiſtory 
may fall. The officers in the Star did 
not loſe one of the many opportunities 
which occurred to ſignaliſe themſelves. 

Lieutenant Barreté, of the 23d regiment, 
acted as engineer with great zeal. In one 
word, every officer received the warmeſt 


approbation of his conduct from Lord 


RNawdon and Lieutenant Colonel Cruger, 


* Vide the Debates i in the Houſe of Commons of the 


27th of June 1783: the Houſe in committee on the 
ſubject of Provincial half pay. 
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nor did they aſpire to a more ee 4 
teſtimony of their merit. 


| nnr Roney, of Delancey's, with 


three ſerjeants, and twenty-three rank and 


file, were killed. . Captains French. and 
Smith of Delancey's, Captain Barbarie and 
Lieut. Hatton, of the New Jerſey Volun- 
teers, with five ſerjeants and forty-ninerank 
and file, were wounded, The enemy ac- 
knowledged the loſs of one Colonel, three 
Captains, five Lieutenants, and one hun- 


dred and fifty- ſeven privates, killed and 


wounded; but as their returns did not 
include the militia, who on this occa- 
ſion bore the proportion of three to 
one to the troops in the pay of Congreſs, 
there can be no doubt but their loſs 
amounted. to treble that number in this 
memorable ſiege,—a ſiege, which, however 
imperfectly known in Britain hitherto, 


will be remembered in America, whilſt a 


veſtige of the war in that country | ſhall re- 
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FNYOLONEL ANDREW DEvAux, 
who planned and executed the ex- 
pedition which reduced the iſland of 
New- Providence, is a native of the pro- 
vince of South Carolina, and deſcended 
from a reſpectable Hugonet family of 
Brittany, which left that country upon 
the revocation of the edict of Nantz. 

x4 When 
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When the Britiſh army, under Major 
General Prevoſt, advanced to Charlef- 
town, in the year 1779, Andrew Devaux, 
ſenior, and his ſon, then about eighteen 
years of age, joined it. The latter was 
ſoon particularly noticed by that diſtin- 


guiſhed officer, Lieutenant Colonel the 


Honourable John Maitland. After the 


death of his patron, young Devaux ac- 


companied the Royal army on its en- 


trance into South Carolina the following 


year; and, by ſupplying guides and pro- 
viſions, became of eſſential ſervice. Hav- 


ing raiſed two independent troops of dra- 
goons, he received from Earl Cornwallis 


the rank of Major of Provincials, and, 


ſoon after, the appointment of Lieutenant 
Colonel to the Grenville county militia. 
With theſe, and a number of volunteers, 
who placed themſelves under his com- 
mand, he made ſeveral Tacceſsfal incur- 


ſions, and Penetrated into the heart of 


the country; nor did he diſcontinue theſe 
exertions till after the contraction of the 


Brivih lines to the vicinity of Charleſ- 
town, 


N EW PRO VIDE NC 1. TY 
town, when the neceſſity for that kind 
of operation THOR at an end, his corps 

5 1 diſbanded. | 


This eliterniifing young r man ſtil fon 
a mode to render himſelf uſeful. As the 
forces under Major General Leſlie re- 
mained upon the defenſive, Colonel De- 
vaux, authoriſed by the Court of Vice- 

Admiralty, fitted out two armed veſſels, 
and from his perfect acquaintance with 
the numerous inlets with which that 
coaſt is indented, he in ſeveral deſcents 
brought in quantities of freſh proviſions 
and forage, which ſerved equally to ſup- 
Py the garrifon and diſtreſs the enemy. 


In one of theſe expeditions he entered the 
inlet of Oſebaugh i in Georgia, landed and 
deſtroyed two gallies which were building 
for the Congreſs, together with their 
whole naval yard at 1 though a 
large body of Americans was ſtationed 
within a few miles of that place. Upon 
another occaſion he penetrated up Broad- 
River inlet, and, taking a circuitous route, 


ſurpriſed 
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ſurpriſed and made priſoners Brigadier 
General Harding, with eleven officers, 
and brought off a number of dragoon 
horſes. , He alſo landed on the iſland of 
Port Royal, which he took poſſeſſion of, 
and delivered to a detachment of the 
King's troops ſent to receive it ; when 
theſe were withdrawn, which happened 
ſome time after, he, in a ſecond deſcent, 


made Brigadier General Barnwell, his 


Aid-de-Camp, and a number of others, 
prifoners. 


After the Britiſh army, in the month 
of December 1782, had abandoned the 


province of South Carolina, Colonel De- 


vaux proceeded to the harbour of Saint 
Auguſtine in Eaſt Florida, the only port 
upon that part of the coaſt which re- 


mained occupied by a Britiſh garriſon. 
Here, having gained intelligence of the 


ſupine and defericelefs ſtate of Don Gal- 


vez, the Spaniſh Governor of Weſt Flo- 


rida, and of the affection of the Creek, 
 ChoRaw, Chickaſaw, and Cherokee In- 


dians 
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dians to the Britiſh intereſt, he meditated 
the deſign of attacking Penſacola; but 
as no aſſiſtance could be afforded him 
from Eaſt Florida, upon account of the 
continual inroads of the Americans acroſs 
the Altamaha, this intention was laid 
_ aſide; and though the ſame reaſons ope- 
rated with equal force againſt another 
expedition, which he planned for the 
reduction of the iſland of New-Provi- 
dence, he however carried it into execu- 


tion. 


It may be neceſſary to premiſe, that 
this is the principal in a chain of ſmall 
iſlands, extending along the gulph of 
Florida, called Banamas; that it had 
ſome time before been ſubjugated to the 
crown of Spain 3. that the. poſſeſſion of it 
is valuable in the time of war, from its 
affording an harbour for veſſels, which 
may be employed, either to check the 
trade of the continent of America, of 
the iſlands of Cuba, and Hiſpaniola, 
or to intercept the Spaniſh flota from 

Vera- 
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Vers Cru; and that it is alſo an object 


of attention in times of peace, appeats, 
from the preſent- appointment of a no- 


bleman of 9 to its b pe 


ment *. 


Aſter che capture of this iland by t the 
Wente the Britiſh inhabitants who 
remained there, complained | loudly of 
great oppreſſion, in conſequence of in- 
fractions of the capitulation. Many 


merchants had been deprived of their 


property, and their perſons confined at 
the Havannah : others had fled to Eaſt 
Florida, Information communicated by 
the latter, gave Colonel Devaux reaſon 
to expect ſome aid from the inhabitants 


of the Bahamas; for the neceſſary equip- 
ment and ſupport of ſuch of thoſe as 


might be diſpoſed to join him, he pro- 

vided arms, regimentals, and proviſions. 

Seventy men, who ond formerly NE 
Earl of Dunmore, | 


under 
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under him in the Carolinas, were again 
aſſociated,, and put on board fix ſmall 
_ veſſels. © The little remnants, of his 
ec ſhattered fortune, and all that he could 
& raiſe on his credit, was embarked on 
ce this expedition *. On the Zzoth of 
March, 1783, he failed under the convoy 
of ſome private ſhips of war, the Perſe- 
verance of twenty-ſix guns, the Witby 

Warrior of ſixteen; guns; the former 
commanded by a Mr. Dow, the latter by 
a Mr. Wheeler; and two ſmall armed 
veſſels. 


: F our days after their departure they 
| diſcovered. two large ſhips. to windward, 
ſtanding. towards them. A. ſtout reſiſt- 
ance might have. been. made, provided 
that the armed veſſels. of the fleet had 
formed in line of battle, but Colonel 
Devaux had the mortification to ſee the 
Perſeverance and Witby Warrior, which 

was the only force that could now be | 


* Political Magazine, 1783. 
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wind. His apprehenſions, however, upon 
this occaſion, were converted into an 
agreeable ſurpriſe, when he found that 


the ſtrange ſhips, though under foreign 


colours, were two Engliſh letters of 
marque from Jamaica, homeward bound. 
After ſpeaking with them he proceeded, 


and the next day the whole fleet ren- 


dezvouſed at the Hole-m-the-Rock, in 


the bay of Abacco *, with no other loſs 


than that of a large boat, conſtructed for 
debarkation, which had foundered at ſea. 
As the whole ſucceſs of the enter- 
priſe evidently depended upon taking 


every advantage which ſurpriſe and ſtra- 
tagem might preſent, guard- boats were 


immediately ſtationed at all the avenues 
leading towards the enemy. Colonel 
Devaux landed on Harbour Iſland, and 


detached to the ifland of Eluthera, 


with directions for recruiting, Captain 


Another of the Bahama Iſlands, about twenty leagues 


diſtant from Naſſau. 
EIN Mackenzie, 
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Mackenzie, who had been particularly 
ſerviceable during the whole of this ex- 


pedition. The exertions of this gentle- 


man, with thoſe of Captain Higgs of the 


Harbour-Iſland militia, procured the ad- 
dition of one hundred and ſeventy men; 


theſe were equipped with the arms and 
regimentals provided in Florida; and 
the cordial reception given by the iſland- 


ers, ſhould the primary object of the 


expedition fail, enſured a ſafe retreat. 


The total amount of the force thus 
increaſed, with the addition of what was 
obtained from the ſhipping, was three 


hundred men. Fifty fiſhing boats were 


alſo collected, for no other purpoſe than 
that of deceiving the enemy into an 
opinion, that the real number of troops 
was in proportion to the ſeeming pre- 
paration for their landing. To throw 
. the recruits into diviſions, and to give 
them an idea of regularity, at leaſt in 
the eſſentials of loading and firing, two 
7 5 8 were 8 ſo prepared, this 
| little 
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little armament ſailed, . and on che 
night of the th of April, arrived at 
Egg Iſland, three leagues diſtant from 
Fort- Montague upon New- Providence, 
and about five from F W 

* "al firſt — farts. 3 ä 
with thirteen nine- pounders, garriſoned 
by fifty men, under the command of the 
Spaniſh Lieutenant Governor, and ſup- 
ported by two heavy gallies, moored in 
the channel, completely covered the 
Eaſtern nn * the , 


e for- hs . both of 
Fort- Montague and the gallies, were 
- made on the 1oth at day break;. they 
were conducted in this manner: Major 
Taylor was. detached with ſeventy men 
to board the gallies, while Colonel De- 
vaux landed with one hundred and fifty 
men to attack the fort: he was, how= 
ever, diſcovered by the Spaniſh centinels 
on the beating of the revellié. Boats 


were continually r owed to and from 
the 


8 a F 2 
* * * * 
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the ſhipping, while the advanced party 
of the corps which had landed, marched 
with faſcines and ſcaling ladders, leaving 
large intervals between the diviſions, 
and preſenting a very extended front. 
All this was done for the purpoſe of im- 
preſſing the enemy with an idea, that a 
whole army had arrived to reduce them. 
The deception ſucceeded; the Spaniards 
ſpiked the cannon, laid a train to the 
magazine, abandoned Fort-Montague, 
and filed off towards Fort-Naſſau. The 
Britiſh purſued, and charged them with 
vivacity ; the enemy left ſome men upon 
the ground, and retreated in great diſor- 
der. Colonel Devaux halted, entered 
the fort, and, by means of a priſoner 
whom he had taken, diſcovering that a 
match had been laid to the magazine, 
found he had come early enough to 
extinguiſh it. Three cheers from that 
part of his troops who were now in poſ⸗ 
ſeſſion of the fort, were anſwered by 
the diviſion under Major Taylor, who, 

os ct, at 
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at the ſame inſtant, had boarded the 
gallies. 


After making ſome neceſſary arrange/ 
ments, Colonel Devaux ſent a ſummons 
to Don ANTONIO CLARAcO SANz, the 
Spaniſh Governor, acquainting him, that 
being inveſted both by ſea and land, and 
that, as no hopes of a ſucceſsful reſiſtance 


Was left, his only reſource was an imme- 


diate ſurrender to the troops of his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty. To this Don Antonio 
refuſed his aſſent; he at the ſame time 
intimated his wiſhes, that the Britiſh 
troops, deſiſting from further operations, 
ſhould remain in quiet poſſeſſion of the 


fort which they had taken, and its vici- 


nity, until the twentieth day of the 
month, at which time he had reaſon to 
believe that hoſtilities would ceaſe be- 
tween the ſubjects of _— and 


| Spain. 


Upon the thirtieth of March, | when 


| this): armament failed from Eaſt Florida, 


they 
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they had received no intelligence of a 
peace; the two letters of marque already 
mentioned, which had then juſt failed 
from Jamaica, were equally ignorant of 
ſuch an event, nor were three veſſels 
from Philadelphia, which had been cap- 
tured, in poſſeſſion of any ſuch informas . 
tion. From theſe facts, therefore, it 
was reaſonable to conclude, that this ac- 
count of Dan Antanio was a ſubterfuge 
to ſave his garriſon, for if, at that 
time, he had had authentick advice of 
an accommodation between the belli- 
gerent powers, he had only to produce a 
copy of the treaty, or the preliminary arti- 
cles, and the farther operations of the aſſail- 
ants would of courſe have terminated. 
The true ſtate of the matter, as it after- 
wards appeared, was, that hoſtilities 
were to ceaſe in that quarter upon the 
ninth, inſtead of the twentieth of April, 
of which, however, both parties, at this 
time, had been equally ignorant. | 


N 2: - After 
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After leaving a detachment in Fort 


Montague, the reſt of the Britiſh forces 


took poſt upon the White-Grounds, 
within cannon ſhot of the Spaniſh lines, 
having driven in a party which occu- 
pied that place. In reconnoitring, landing 
cannon, training the recruits; and other 
ſervices, two days were employed, un- 
der a random cannonade, and diſ- 
charge of ſhells from the enemy's batte- 
nes, 


Suſpecting an intention in the Britiſh 
to poſſeſs themſelves of Society Hill, 


which commanded his works, Don An- 


tonio formed an ambuſcade, with forty 
men, amongſt the underwood which co- 

vered its ſummit. This' was diſcovered, 
and the troops, making a detour of the 
hill, attacked the Spaniards, who, with 
the loſs of two officers and ſix men, ef⸗ 
fected a Seren ns 


* 


On the 1 3 of April the Gover- 
nor * an interview with the 


Britin 
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Britiſh Commander, and under the plau- 

ſible pretence of guarding againſt de- 

predation on private property, propoſed 

a truce; but his real motive was to gain 
time. 


Ii. 5 Upon this occaſion, the whole of the 
troops that were landed were drawn up 
under arms, ſo as to reſemble a picket 
only. Drums, fifes, and bugle horns, 
with warlike Indian muſick, were heard 
In ſeveral parts of the iſland, as if ꝓro- 
ceeding from different encampments, and 
mL two Cherokee and Choctaw Chiefs, as 
\ ___ - repreſentatives of their reſpective tribes, 
were introduced to Don Antonio, for the 
purpoſe of alarming him with apprehen- 
ſions, that two nations of ſavages were 
employed againſt him. A truce of twen- 
ty- four hours, to deliberate on propoſals 
for ſurrender, was requeſted by the Go- 
vernor. To this Colonel Devaux aſ- 
ſented, as it ſerved to give his men reſt 
after great fatigue, and to procure time 
for the arrival of one of his veſſels, which 
7 had. 
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had been on a cruize at the time of his 
departure, and which he was in hourly 
expectation of, with a reinforcement of 
forty men; but the Spaniards being diſ- 
covered in the courſe of the night im- 
proving their fortifications, a meſſage 
was therefore ſent them, that they had 
violated the truce, and that it conſe- 


quently ceaſed. They immediately com- 


menced a heavy cannonade on Society 
Hill, and threw a number of ſhells in 
that. direction, notwithſtanding which 
the Britiſh troops, aſſiſted by a party of 
negroes under Mr. Romer, with infinite 
labour, drew ſeven pieces of cannon up 


the hill, and mounted them in embra- 


- Jures cut out of the ſolid rockx 


The Spaniards made a ſortie in the 
night, but were repulſed with loſs. Upon 
the 14th, having withdrawn the whole 
of their force from Fort Naſſau, and the 
other out- poſts, they retired into the ci- 
tadel, at the ſame time cutting the cables 
of four large gallies in the harbour, 
: ; which 


\ 
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which conſequently drifted upon the 
ſhore. On the 17th a morning gun was 
fired from the Britiſh batteries on the 
Hill, and Don Antonio was ſummoned 
for the laſt time to ſurrender. He imme- 
diately propoſed terms, to which it was 
thought prudent to aſſent. 


A Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
thirty-ſix Majors, Captains and ſubal- 
terns, with ſix hundred Spaniſh troops, 
were made priſoners. Upwards of one 
hundred pieces of cannon, mortars and 

howitzers, and a quantity of military 
' ſtores, fell into the hands of the captors. 


By the ſecond article of the capitula- 
tion, the garriſon was to be permitted to 
depart for Cuba, and the Governor to 
Spain, but Colonel Devaux detained Don 
Antonio and five of the principal officers 
as hoſtages, till an equal number of Bri- 
tiſh merchants, inhabitants of New-Pro- 
vidence, who, in violation of the former 

| capitulation, 
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capitulation, were in dungeons in the | 
0 ORE were liberated. 


The troops ock poſſeſſion of the town 


and citadel of Naſſau amidſt the acclama- 


tions of the inhabitants, who addreſſed 


their deliverer in the moſt grateful terms, 
extolling that zeal for his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, and compaſſion for the diſtreſſed in- 

habitants, which had prompted him, at 
his own private expence, to undertake 
an expedition for their relief, and paying 
him the higheſt encomiums on the bra- 


very, vigilance and kill in military ſtra- 


tagem, by which it was effected. 


Diſpatches were immediately ſent to 
the Commander in Chief of the King's 
forces in America, as alſo to the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica, acquainting them with 


the reduction of the iſland of New- Pro- 


vidence, and ſubmitting the future diſ- 
poſal of it to their direction. Both theſe 
officers declined interfering, and recom- 
mended waiting for inſtructions from 

| TRE En gland, 
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CERA - K 
* * 0 24 ö : 1 
8 : + * 
1 a 1 ” 


NEW-PROVIDENCE. its 
England, the latter adding, © That he who 


C was capable of reducing, was certainly 


“ equal to govern it.” Colonel Devaux 
—_ proceeded to form the remain- 
ing Members of his Majeſty's Council into 
a Board of Police, for the adminiſtration 
of juſtice, and continued in the iſland 
until the month of September following, 
when he was complimented by the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, in an addreſs, teſtify- 
ing their concern at his departure, and 
the laſting eſteem his conduct had. im- 
preſſed upon them, pointing out his diſ- 
intereſtedneſs in declining all pecuniary 


emolument, and wiſhing him that appro- 
bation of a gracious ſovereign, to which 


his merit entitled him. 


Thus was the ifland of N ew-Provi- 
dence conquered by the exertions of a 


; young man, then under twenty-three 


years of age, and a Spaniſh garriſon of fix 


hundred regular troops, in ſtrong works, 


provided with cannon and other means of 


Gs made priſoners by half that 
DD $- number 
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number of irregulars, deficient in diſci- 
pline, and indifferently ſupplied with ar- 
tillery, and We other requiſites of a 
ſiege, 
The motiye of the expedition was ge- 
nerous and noble ;—the releaſe of Britiſh 
ſubjects from foreign oppreſſion, and the 
credit acquired, cannot be leſſened by the 
circumſtance of the conqueſt being made 
ſome days after hoſtilities were to ceaſe i in 
thoſe ſeas, as all parties were alike igno- 
rant of that regulation. The mode of 
conducting it would have reflected ho- 
nour on any General; and it has been 
juſtly conſidered as “ an enterpriſe, per- 
< haps, without a parallel in the modern 


* hiſtory of Pi oth 
II 


